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Mmiſterial Quahfications, 


LE 
Winchefter-Row, 
| My dear Brother and Fellow-Labourer, | 


R A CE and peace be multiplied unto you, 
© and to the winnowed flock at B. whom [I 
love in the truth, and for the truth's ſake. As I 
have received no anſwer to my laſt letter, I ſuſ- 
pected ſomething was the matter: howbeit, I ſhall 
pray for them, for they need my prayers more than 
I need an anſwer to my letter. Your letter has 
grieved me in part, and cauſed my ſoul to weep 
in ſecret before Gop, in behalf of thoſe few ſheep 
left in that part of the wilderneſs. 

Mr. N. is a man that 1 love in the bowels of 
C11R1ST, but he is unſtable as water; in judgment 

A 2 he 
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4 LETTERS ON 


be fhall not excel. J had a very hot contention with 


him during my ſtay the laſt time I was there, about 


a very capital error. He is a ſimple man, and 
ſuch generally fall a prey to thoſe who lay in wait 
to deceive. He only dropped a word, which I caught 
hold of, and cloſely withſtood him, and foiled him, 
till he could not get out with truth on his ſide; 
and by that word I ſuſpected there was a troop in 
ambuſh, but he would not marſhal them before 
me; and to engage on ſuſpicion, is to beat the air. 
But, though I love him as my own ſoul, I will 
withſtand him in his error, if he comes to contend 3 
J hope never to facrifice a grain of truth to his 
deluſion, nor give ground to the Devil. I mult 
tell you that I think this man is ſent as a ſcourge | 


to you ; I ſaw many little failings in you which I 


was ſorry for. Your little ones ſeemed very dif. 
orderly, and you make yourſelf too cheap to bring 
any honour to your office ; you alſo ſeemed at 


eaſe, and not ftudious enough. A man who 
preaches in our day ſhould have his head, eyes, 


and heart, in the Bible day and night: It is while 


men ſleep, the enemy ſows tares, and goes his way. 
I had ſome room alſo to ſuſpect you had not been 
faithful among them; and, indeed, a man who 
makes himſelf too chews: and is in the leaſt 


uncircumſpect, cannot be faithful, without con- 


demning himſelf; but he had better condemn 


himſelf, than deal deceitfully in the covenant ; 
becauſe it injures the honour of Gop and the ſouls 


ot men, 


"Bice: 
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But this cry of falſe fire, I hope, will alarm the 
watchman, and awake him out of his lethargy» 
Lou muſt aſcend your watch-tower now, and ſtand 
in your ward whole nights; I hope Gop will work 
by you yet; when the branch is purged, it brings 
forth fruit; the flock will now ſee truth from 
error; the heart of the wiſe is a wellſpring of life, 
and thoſe of underſtanding will draw it out, I 
thought your miniſtry was too much /rraitencd ; 
but now you will ſound an alarm, and declare the 
whole counſel of Gov. God often reveals the true 
faith inthe midſt of contention, and rides upon the _ 
ſtorm, in. order to /tay the rough wind, in the day 
of the eaſt wind. This is a wind from the high 
place of ſpiritual wickedneſs ; and, I hope, under 
grace, both to fan and cleanſe. A veſſel of mercy 

may be blown to and fro, but eternal election will 
not allow him to ſhoot the gulf. 

While many are blown to and fro with this wind 
of doctrine, you mult prophecy to the wind alſo, 
and pray for a gale from the everlaſting hills—pray 
for ſupporting grace, divine fortitude, and a diſ- 
cerning eye—wait patiently, watch the hand of 
God, and you ſhall /ee his wonders in the deep. 
As for the chapel, the flock, the deceiver, and the 
deceived, are the Lord's. Truth will cut her way 

and defend you; therefore ſtand in the truth, and 

truth ſhall be thy ſhield and buckler. Does he 

preach up faith? then you muſt preach up the 

. of! it (1). Does he tell them what faith is? 
(1) 2 Cor. iv. 13, 
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6 LETTERS ON 


then you muſt tell them what faith docs. Examine 
all its feats in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews ; 
ſuch as the riſe of faith, the progreſs of faith, the 
difficult work of faith, the fight of faith, the 


victory of faith, its holy triumph and its purify. 
ing efficacy. Shew the diſcerning eye of faith, the 
| promiſes it obtains, the union it brings about, the 


_ anſwers it gets to 8 (1), and the ſweet love it 


works by. 


Does he enforce an aſſent to the truth i in the 
judgment? then you muſt inſiſt on faith in the 
heart unto righteouſneſs, or to the juſtification of 
the ſoul before Gop. Does he preach up reliance 
on the written word? then you muſt preach up 


the neceſlity of he word dwelling in the heart richly, 
and being written there by the Spirit of the living 


 Gop—the kingdom of Gop is not in word, but 


in power. I charge you to demand of him a reaſon 


F the hope that is in him; and remember it is 
experience that worketh hope. But here let me 
caution thee, for many have been deceived in this 
point by rotten hypocrites : It is not the experience 
of law terrors, (mark me) I mean if they work 
alone, ſuch as Cain, Efau, Saul, Judas, Ahab, and 


Pharaoh had, for their experience wrought deſpair : 


nor is it the experience of church trials, ſuch as 


oppoſition, perſecution, ſlander, and abuſe : I mean 


ſuch as Alexander, who was once ſtoned for 


preaching, yet afterwards withſtood the truth; 


this experience is common to rotten- hearted preach. 


(1) I John, v. 14 


ers 


WF" 
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ers as well as ſound; and it often worketh apoſtacy 
inſtead of hope. This is not being perſecuted for 
the ſake of Righteouſneſs, already obtained by 
faith, but rather to obtain one; as you ſee by 
Alexander's revolt. 

Nor is it the experience of providential bleſſings 
on the body; ſuch as feeding the Iſraelites with 
manna, the multitude with loaves and fiſhes, Who 
followed Chriſt for nothing elſe; and ſuch as the 
two lepers in the famine of Samaria had: theſe 
experiences in graceleſs fouls, often work exceſs 
and ingratitude, inſtead of goſpel hope. Nor is it 
the experience of bodily afllictions, nor family trials, 
ſuch as thoſe had who never ate with pleaſure (1); 
theſe, in graceſs ſouls, often work rebellion, inſtead 
of hope. All the above trials are curſes to un- 
godly ſinners ; but bleſſings, when ſanCtified, to the 
righteous. But it is deliverance from darkneſs to 
light, from guilt to peace, from a ſenſe of wrath 
to the enjoyment of love; from bondage to liberty; 
from the dreadful ſinking curſe of Gop, to the 
bleſſing of eternal life. It is the experience of 
this change that worketh a joyful and lively hope 
of the glory of God. The Spirit teſtifying of Chriſt 
to us, and enabling us by faith to receive him, with 
pardon, righteouſneſs, peace, love, life, and hiber- 
ty, is Chriſt formed in the heart the hope of glory. 
By faith's applying the revealed word, we are 
begotten of God ; and by the operation of the 
7 Ghoſt, Chriſt is formed in us, as ſurely as 


(1) Job xxi. 25. 
A 4 he 
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he was in the Virgin's womb. All other hopes are 


as dead as the ſinner, and will give up the ghoſt 
when he dies; but this hope has to do with the 
general reſurrection, and anchors in Gop within 
the vail of CHr1sT's fleſh, and holds every veſlel 
of mercy faſt, in all the ſtorms of life: ſuch 
ſouls expect the glory that is to be revealed at the 


appearing of the great Gop and our Saviour, 


whom Paul calls that bleſſed hope. 
Some hope i in the law; others in a ſet of prin- 
ciples in the head, without any change of heart; 
others hope in an external form, or ſhew of 
religion; others in a reformation brought about 
under a preacher, who deals more in the letter 
than in the ſpirit; but CHRIST revealed in the 
word is the ſaint's ground of hope; and the ſpirit 
of faith revealing and applying CHRIST to the 
ſoul, as his only atonement and righteouſneſs, 
is a moſt ſure and bleſſed hope. 
When our own name or character is en d. 
we may act the part of the Dove; but when any 
falſe preacher, mounted on the ſpirit of error, 


comes among us, to invade Gop's honour, we 
muſt be Dans—ſerpents in their way, and adders 


in their path, and bite their horſes heels, till their 


riders fall backward. Such preachers had better 


fall alone, than take legions with them; but moſt 
of them ſend their errors in many ſouls beforehand 


to judgment, and leave ſome to propagate, and 


bring their bane after them; but whether before 


or behind, their iniquity cannot be hid from Gop. 


In 


3 
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In preaching, preach as contrary to him as 
Gov? s word will allow you; and as far as you 


_ diſcover his error, ſet truth againſt it; and every 


text you handle, obſerve minutely every bleſſing or 


threatening that it contains; deſcribe the ſinner 


and the ſaint, and divide the word between them; 
if it be a new covenant bleſſing, trace it in its 
freeneſs from the fountain I mean the purpoſe of 


God, founded on the ſovereignty of that all-wiſe 


and abſolute diſpoſer of all men and things: Fol- 
low it from that fountain through the meritorious 


life and death of our bleſſed Saviour, and inſiſt 
upon an application to the heart by Gop the Holy 
Ghoſt; yea, inſiſt upon the experience of it, the 
_ enjoyment of it, and the practice of it in life; 
and by theſe means the flock will ſoon ſee 


whoſe lamp burns the brighteſt ; and ſearch out 


the feelings of the flock, and appeal to ſcripture 
and to conſcience, in Gop's ſight, and let every 


ſentence come forth from him : and if they laugh 


at feelings, they never were quickened at all; 
they have only a name to live, while they are 
dead. 

If you ſet the Sun of Righteouſneſs inst that 
wandering ſtar, your flock will ſoon ſee the true 


light from the falſe: the light of the righteous 
refoiceth, when the lamp of the wicked ſhall be put 


gut (1); but your lamp ſhall burn brighter and 


(i) Prov. xjli, 9. Job xvii. 6. Matt. xxv. 8. 


brighter 
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10 LETTERS ON 


brighter (1 1. The light that ſhines in falſe OY 


ers, is but darkneſs at beſt (2): tis a lamp that 
comes out of the mouth of Satan, yea, every ſpark 


that a ſinner kindles comes from the ſame quar- 


ter (3). But remember it is God that ſends the 
deluder, though Satan furniſheth him with light (4). 


- Gop made all things for him elf; yea, even the 
' wicked for the day of evil, No man dares to vend 
any infernal wares in God's market, till he has 


licence from God (5). But, though Gor ſends 


them, you muſt bear witneſs againſt them, to clear 
_ yourſelf of their blood, and to leave them to 

God's judgment without excuſe ; and, likewiſe, 
you muſt feed the flock alſo, that they may have 


ſtrength to perfect praiſe, to the glory of Gop, 


and to ſtop the mouths of theſe enemies and 


avengers of Satan's quarrel. 


Does he preach up the full affurance of faith N 


It is a moſt bleſſed and comfortable grace the 
choiceſt piece of ſilver of the ten, except love; 
but it may for a time be loſt, I mean in a dark 
night; but the ſoul that has ever enjoyed it, will 


ſweep the houſe, and ſeek diligently till he ſind it 
again; —and we often hear of the joy of ſuch. 
But as there is a counterfeit aſſurance, we mult 
learn to know the image and ſuperſcription of the 
real. It is ſtamped on the ſoul by the Holy 
Ghoſt (6); and is the prevailing hand of the new 


(1) Pfalm xviii. 28. Prov. iv. 18, (2) Luke xi. 35. 
(3) Job xli. 19. Ifaiah 1, 11 (4) 2 Theſſ. ii. 11; 
(5) 1 Kings Xzii. 22 (6) 2 Theſſ. i. 5. 

| man, 
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man, and brings much comfort, peace, and love 
with it: it is attended with diligence and hope (1); 
it is attended with a true heart and a purged con- 
ſcience (2); and is attended with peace and quiet- 
neſs—this is to be its effects for ever (3). 
If his aſſurance is not productive of theſe effects, 
it is the carnal confidence of a prating fool; and this 
confidence may be found in a man rol: of faith, 
and is no better than a broken tooth, or a foot 
out of joint (4); yea, falſe confidence may lift him 
up to heaven in appearance, and his head may touch 
the clouds, yet all ſhall give up the ghoſt when he 
bows his head to the King of Terrors; and many 
ſimple ſouls, who have ſeen him on earth, ſhall ſay, 
(hen they miſs him at the general doom) where 
is he (5)? It the affurance that he preaches 
_ deſtroys peace, unity, and love; if it divides and 
ſcatters the flock ; if it condemns the broken and 
cContrite heart, it is not the aſſurance of faith; it is 
preſumption, and the preacher is earthly, ſenſual and 
deviliſh : for where diviſion, Rf? ie, and envy tis, 
there is every evil work. 

Remember the private and oubllc warnings I 
gave you, and the flock alſo, at my departure; and 
if you flinch from Gop's truth, let me never ſee 
your face again. N. is a man that I love and 
judged favourably of; and, indeed, he has been a 
friend to me in many reſpects; but, I hope, by 


(1) Heb. vi. I 3 (2) Heb. x. 22. 
(3) Iſaiah xxxii. 17. (4) Prov. xxv. 19 
(5) Job. xviii. 14, and xx, 6. 5 


| Gov's | 
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Goy's grace, to ſacrifice his friendſhip, rather than 

give up one grain of truth to his error. We muſt 

pity and pray for their ſouls, but give no ground to 

the Devil. If he calls on me, you may depend 
upon it; by Gop's grace, I will withſtand him to 
the laſt. 

Thy Father tells thee to be 70 iſe and make bis 
heart glad, that he may know how to anſwer them 
that reproach him (1). That ſweet word has often 
melted my ſoul—the Lord is good indeed to 
unworthy me, bleſs his holy name; and thou ſhalt = 

be more than conqueror thro' his bus in CHRIST 8 
Jesvs. If thou wield his ſword valiantly, my prayer 
| ſhall be in thy calamity ; but, it is our ſpiritual 
Aaron alone muſt ſtay thy hand if Amalek be 
defeated. However, fight boldly, and be ſure to FT 
guard the rear rank; he began the battle at the ZE 
feebleſt of the hoſt at firſt, and ever fince has lain F 
| hotteſt at the Heel; but God hath ſworn that he I 
will have war with him for ever.— hope to ſhout 
for the battle, but never to hear that the Ark is 
taten. Fare thee well; faith and patience be with 
thee, while I remain 


Affectionately thine, 


W. H. 


[.) Prov, xxvil. 11. 


LETTER 
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1 Wincheſter-Row. 


Dear Brother and Fellow-Labourer, 


Oving-kindneſs crown thee both in thy ſtudy, 


and in the pulpit. Your's I gladly received, 
but ſhall return no thanks for the encomiums you 


have made on my experience, judgment, or pene- 
tration, If we experience life, it is the breath of 
the ſecond Adam: if we have the light of know- 
ledge, it is the gift of God, in which we diſcern 


and embrace his revealed mind and will concerning 


us; therefore to him be all the glory from ag 
laſting to everlaſting. 


Let them feed on applauſe, and ſing of merit, 
who are perfect in the fleſh; but, for my part, I 


hope to live and die a believing ſinner, and muſt 


remain a debtor to free grace and mercy to all eter- 


nity ; and, as ſuch, can never join the chorus with 


any who ſing that ancient God-dethroning, ſelf. 


exalting, and ſoul-damning ditty of free-agency. 
This will be harped upon by many at the day of 


doom (1), but will be condemned by the Judge of 


quick and dead * Sovereign mercy will raiſe it 


(1) Mat xxv. 44; (2) Luke xi, 26. 
from 
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from the mind and memory of every ſongſter in 
| heaven; and retributive Juſtice will make conſcience 
cry it down in hell: Therefore, let us ſing the ſong in 
time that grace will allow in eternity, wwe will ſing 
F mercy and of judgment ; my mind, my under- 
ſtanding, and my memory received this ſong under 
the two-fold impreſſion of the Holy Ghoſt ; and I 
believe it will never be eraſed from my ſoul in this 
world, nor be prohibited to be ſung in the next. 
Indeed, my brother, I know not how to reſolve 
your queſtion ; you have ſet me a hard taſk : to 
give you a true portrait of a refined Antinomian, 
requires a more ingenious limner than I am; 
nor are you the firſt believer this character las 
puzzled. You ſay, © he is circumſpect in his 
Walk;“ true; Satan is often entombed in a paint- 
ed 8 and has deceived many an innocent 
ſheep, by wearing a ſkin. You ſay, © he has a 
great gift; this he may have alſo, and /pcak with 
the tongue of men and of angels: Gop ſometimes 
gives a tinkling cymbal, to pleaſe a baſtard child. 
Be not deceived by his running ; he is not always 
on the winning ſide who runs the faſteſt; but he 
is a winner who runs ſure—the fir/t are laſt in the 
Chriſtian race, and the laſt firſt : The prey is not 
always caught by the ift of foot, but by the 
cripple in ſpirit : the lame take the prey (1). 
Law terrors he may have had alſo, and yet be a 
ſtranger to ju/tification : ſalvation lays not in 
Myfes's rod, but in Chriſt's balm ; it is Moſes that 


(1) Iſaiah xxxiii, 23; ; 
gives 


e 
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gives the wound, and Chriſt the cure. Many have 


ſaid I am wounded, who never could ſay I am 


healed ; therefore enquire after his health—aſk how 


the atonement operated on his conſcience—when 


he began to amend—what views and thoughts 


he had of the great phyſician—and whether he 
received joy only (1), or the oi of joy (2). This 
nice diſtinction is very neceſſary in examination; 
joy may lift a man up, but the oil of joy works 
upwards and downwards; it ſoftens the heart, and 
lays it compoſed in deep humility; but raiſes the 


mind and affections heavenward: He will know 


ſometh ing of this, if ever he was made whole. If 
you feel his pulſe, you will ſoon find it beat high 
with anger; and, indeed, you muſt not wonder 

if he ſhould call you a _—_ or a phyſician of no 


value. 


By their fruits we Hal know them.” True; 
but Chriſtian fruits are two-fold—there are 3 


ef the ſpirit within, and the fruits of faith without. 
Paul aſks this queſtion, Have you received the Holy 


Gho/t (3)? Now, ſays he, the fruits of the Spirit are 


| theſle—love, joy, peace, Ec. (4): Know ye not, that 
Chriſt is in you, except ye are reprobates ? if ye have 


not the Spirit of Chriſt, ye are none of his (5). A 


ſinner's heart under the curſe of the law, is like 
the earth under the curſe of God it brings forth 
nothing but briers and thorns ; and who can gather 


(i) Matt. xiii. 206. (2) Ifaiah Ixi, 3. 
(3) Acts xiv, 2, (4) Gal, v. 22. 
(5) Rom, viii, 9, | | 


grape. 
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grapes of thorns ? Indeed, you need not wonder at 
the apoſtacy of ſo many of them. What is an 


Antinomian ??? In ſhort, a ſuperfine Antinomian 


is one who is an Evangeliſt in the head, a Phariſee 


in the foot, a Believer in the tongue, but an In- 
fidel in heart: he is one of Satan's bellmen ; hc 


cries 1h the letter, but cries down the ſpirit ; his 


buſineſs is to condemn the meek, but juſtify the 
preſumptuous. The operation of the Holy Ghoſt 
is laughed at, and called inward tickling ; to have 


2 ſingle doubt of final victory in the fight of faith, 


is certain damnation ; but to harden one's con- 


ſcience, and caſt off all fear, is to be more chan "2 


Conqueror. 


Theſe noble Bercans take us to the the and to the 
eſtimony, and when we come to that bar with 
them, their main buſineſs is to diſpute us out of 


the law written in our hearts, and out of the 1e/ti- 
mony of a good conſcience ; and thus the kingdom 
ſtands only in word, and that is to be exalted 


above the power. This turning things upſide 


down God eſteems as potter”s clay (1) and toes ; 


part of iron and part df clay, is a kingdom partly ftrong, 


and partly broken (2); and they are too ſtrong 
in the head, but not broken enough in the heart. 
The firſt ſtep theſe gentlemen take in their apoſtacy 
is, to cavil againſt the power of godlineſs : it is a 
rare thing to find one of thoſe foxes in the Lord's 

corn. field, without a coal of contention at his tail. 


11 Iſaiah xxii. 18. (2) Dan, ii. 42. 


The 
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The buſineſs of a contentious man is to kindle ſtrife ; 
and Solomon ſays, we muſt ſpit upon it ; but when 
we ſhall put it out, I know not. Let not their 
fiery zeal deceive you ; if a man gets a notion into 
his head, he will defend it with ſomething ; and 
if he has not got ſpiritual weapons, we may expect 
him to defend it with the % of e, or with 
the tongue of the crafty. 


* 
Hl ZH * 1 a — — 2 
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_ A&A Chriſtian who enjoys communion with ' 
, = Crxisr is compared to a Dove, and his lonely : 
= moments are often the ſweeteſt ; but an Anti- 
£ nomian is like a ſea-gull, the buſieſt in a ſtorm. 


However, God allows us to contend with them un- 

till they are /eated in the ſcorner*s chair, and then 
to leave them as irreclaimable : he that reproveth a 
| ſeorner, getteth himſelf a blot. Look back, my bro- 

ther on all in D. who ran ſo well in appearance, 

but are now ſumbling at the divinity of our Lord, 
|. that Rock of offence—look, I ſay, was there one of 

| themall, who could give an account of the pardon 

of ſin, if a godly ſorrow, and of the witneſs of 

God's Spirit? A broken heart, and a daily croſs 

were wanting. 8 OR. 


On a proper reflection you may ſay with the 
P'ſalmiſt, when he looked back upon the profeſſion 
of Ahitophel, he had no changes, therefore he feared 
not God. I need make no apology, knowing that 
pour regard for me will oblige you to ſpread 

your ſkirt over every fault. I will ſend you an 
account how we go on in London in my next. 
on > Oh, 


, rr 


- 


18 Erne 


Oh, my brother, the ſweeteſt religion is CHRIST | 
crucified in a broken heart! Be this thy lot and 
mine; -- 


I remain affectionately 


Your's in 


-oſpel Ties, 


; Hl 8. 8. 


r 
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Wincheſter-Row; 


M I/ dear Brother and Fellow-labourer, 


"0 UR's 1 l but cannot agree with 
your ſentiments in this particular. I never 
can be brought to believe, that a man of eminent 
* learning and natural abilities, while he remains 
8 deſtitute of the ſovereign grace of God, can be of 
any uſe to the houſehold of faith. Chriſt's kingdom 
is ſpiritual, his Goſpel is a myſtery, and his 
houſehold is faithful ; ; and how can a carnal 
earthly infidel be of any real ſervice to ſuch a 
hidden myſtical ſpiritual body? 


pl 


1 believe every creature can only beget its like: 
An Arian may beget an Arian, an Antinomian may 
beget an Antinomian, a bigot may beget a bigot, 
and a legaliſt may beget a legaliſt ; but I never will 
believe that a ſerpent can beget a dove, or that a 
goat can beget a lamb. A divine offspring, from a 
carnal conception, muſt be a child of confuſion ; 
and all ſuch, inſtead of being the fall of the earth, 
are but the fue! of it ; as the gigantic race of 
antideluvian profeſſors witneſs. They are called 
B 2 mighty 
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mighty men, monſters in mind, and monſters in 


practice, or ners againſt the Holy Ghoſt, whom 


the Spirit dildained to take poſſeſſion of, or always 


to ftrive with : though their fathers were ſons of 
God by profeſſion, yet their mothers were the off- 

ſpring of him who was of that wicked one, the 
Devil, and flew his brother, only becauſe he Was 
righteous. It is impoſſible for the ſpirit of Mammon, 


and the ſpirit of Chriſt, to be co-partners in the 


work of God: God ſays of them, their wickedneſs 
@vas great, Although it be ſaid, that many will 
ſay, in that day, We have caſt out devils, and done 
wonderful works,'—yet caſting out devils is not 


converſion : the devil muſt not only be caſt out, 


but Chriſt muſt be brought in, and Satan kept out 
of a ſoul truly converted: God ſays of them that 


run unſent, they ſhall not profit the people at all. 


A man brought up at an academy, if he is ſtu- 


dious, of quick wit, and has a natural genius, 
may with theſe human abilities, blaze for a time, 


and appear in the atmoſphere of the Chriſtian 
world, as a comet does in the ſtarry heavens ; but, 


if grace prevent not, he will, ſooner or later, drop 
into ſome flood of ungodlineſs ; and we often ſee 


the falſe zeal of ſuch ſoon quenched ; and ſuch are 
too frequently feen afterwards to appear under the 
direction of the prince of the power of the air, as 


wandering /tars, only to guide the veſlels of wrath, 
that are laden with error, and bound for de- 


ſtruction (1). I have known the awful apoſtacy of 


(1) Rev. viii. 10. 


ſuch. 


8 
N 
9 
8 
: by. I 
7 25 


1 
34":4Y 


of them all appeared to me to be 
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ſuch, almoſt ready to electrify the building of 
mercy (1); poor, humble fouls, who have trembled 
at the ſound of their fall, have ſhewed me ſeveral per- 


ſons, who they affirmed were converted by the in- 
ſtrumentality of ſuch men. I thought it at that 
time prudent to conceal my private opinion ; and 


to watch this wonderful progeny ; and when I have 


got into company with them, have been more con- 


firmed in my ſentiments than ever; for not one 
a proper child: 
They ſeemed with big heads (2), ricketty joints (3), 


wild, unſcriptural notions (4), confuſed ideas (5), 
and a language half Hebrew, and half Aſhded : I 
thought if Nehemiah had been preſent, he would 
have pluckt off their hair, and curſed them in the name 
F the Lord (6) : However, I fear ail uch children 
of Zion will, inſtead of well- hair, appear in bald- 
neſs (7). 


| This laſt letter of your's has called upon me to 


explain my ſecret thoughts upon a fubject, which I 


have never mentioned to any ſoul ; I therefore hope 
you will excuſe me if I do not fall in with your 


judgment in the paſſages which I intend to comment 


on ; they appear to me full to the purpoſe, and 
ſufficient to clear the point in hand : Leviticus xxi. 


16. And the Lord ſ[pake unts Moſes, ſaying, ſpeak 


unto Aaron, ſaying, WHY Over he be of thy Je in 


(1) Acts V. 10, 11 
(3) 1 Kings xviii. 21, 
(5) Pfalm v. 21. 

(7) Iſaiah 1, 24. 


(2) Prov. x. 8. 
(4) 1 Pet. 10. 
(6) Neh, Kili. 24, 25. 
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their generations, that hath any Blemiſh, let him not 
approach to offer the bread of his God.” 
Blemiſh ſignifies a foul ſpot, a ſtain, a thing 
corrupted, or a defection; and ſuch preachers we 
0 read of (1): they are ſaid to walk after the fleſh, in 
i the luſts of uncleanneſs, to deſpiſe the mild govern- 
| ment of the King of kings ; they preſumed on the 
mercy of God, though they walked in the fleſh 
they were free-will mongers, and could enk 
againſt the dignity and ſovereignty of the incompre- 
henſible Trinity, and that without fear. They "2 
| ſpeak evil of the things of the Spirit, which they 'Y 
underſtand nos; their eyes were filled with adultery; | 
they beguiled unſtable ſouls ; they were called the fol. 
lowers of Balaam, wells without water, clouds carricd 
away with a tempeſt, and yet preached great fwelling _ 
bord of vanity—yea, preached liberty to others while . 
i! hey were the ſervants of corruption, Satan leading them 
i 5 captive at his will. Theſe are ſpots and blemiſhes, 1 
= ſays Peter; they diſhonour the blefled goſpel ; they | 7 BE. 
Pollute the church of Chriſt, and ſully the glory of 
God in his righteous cauſe (2)  _ 
« A blind; man, or a lame, or he that bath a flat 
| noſe, or any thing ſuperjiuous (3).“ Not a blind man 
ſhall offer the bread of his God; that is, he ſhall 
not preach Chriſt, the bread of life (4). A blind 
aan iceth not the depth of his corrupt heart, nor 
feels the plecague of it; and ſuch will deny the 
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dreadful fall of man. A blind man ſeeth not the 
ſpirituality of God's law, and therefore can 


never handle the law lawfully ; for he wnder/tands 
not what he ſays, or whereof he affirms (1). A 


blind man ſees not the holineſs, juſtice, and un- 


changeableneſs of God, in his law; and as he is 


a ſtranger to the terrors of God, he is not a fit 


perſon to perſuade men (2). How can a blind 
man ſee the glory of God, in the perſon of Feſus 
Chriſt (3)? And if he has not ſeen Chriſt for 
himſelf, how ſhall he ſee him for another ? He 
muſt be Jooking to Feſus, before he can point him 


out (4). All that a blind man can ſay is only, lo! 


here! and lo, there! and all the eſtabliſhment 


flocks can get under ſuch ſhepherds, 18 ny to halt 
between two opinions (5). 


„Not a lame man,” 


verſe the eighteenth. It 


' doth not mean a broken ſpirit ; No: for God 
bleſſeth him who goeth forth weeping, and bearing 
precious ſeed ; and ſays, he ſball doubtleſs return 


with rejoicing, bringing his ſheaves with him (6): 


But it means a man broken in judgment (7). What 


can a crippled judgment do with a divine parable ? 


The legs of the lame are not equal, fo is a parable inthe 
mouth of fools (8). A miniſter of Chriſt is to 
ſtrengthen the weak hands, and to confirm the feeble 


knees (9); but how ſhall he do it, who, like 


40x Tam. i. 7. (0 2 Cor. v. 11. 
(3) 2 Cor. iii. 18. 4) Heb. Xii. 2. 
(5) 1 Kings xviii, 21, (6) Pſalm exxvi. 6. 
ef v. 11 (8) Prov. xxvi. 7. 
(9) Ifaiah xxxv. 3. 


B 4 Mephiboſheth, 
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Mephiboſheth, is lame in both his feet? If he has 

not made ſtraight paths for his own feet, he can 
only turn others out of the way of healing (1). 
Chriſt ſends his ſervants to bring in the halt, the 
lame, and the blind (2); but we are not to ſet about 
this work with our carnal crutches ; the Holy 
_ Ghoſt makes us ling like a  Philomet, and ieap as 
an Hari ( 3). | 


NM @ man with a flat noſe, F verſe the eighteenth. 
A man with a ſtoppage in his noſtrils, cannot dif- 


tinguiſh an odour from a ſtench. Zion's garments 


ſmell of myrrh ; but if Chriſt never breathed the 
breath of eternal life in his noſtrils, he will not dif- 
tinguiſh the odoriferous grace of God (4), from 


the infernal perfumes of erroneous hypocrites (5). 


He muſt have a noſe in the body myſtical . If the 
whole were ſeeing, where were the ſmelling (6): wack 


This I know, if He cannot ſmell out the gracious, 
the gracious will foon ſmell out þim (7). 


« Net @ man who hath any thing ſuperfluous.” 


Not one in Popiſh principles, who has got works of 
ſupererogation; that is more works than the law 
of God requires. Not a man perfe& in the fleſh, 
for he has more perfection than the goſpel gives or 


requires (8). Not a man wiſe in his own con- 
ceit (9), for he | is wile above what is written (10), 


(2) Luke XIV. 21. 
(4) Heb. xiv. 6. 
(6) 1 Cor. xii. 17. 
(8) Gal; iii. 3. 

(10) 1 Cor. iv. 5+ 


4 1 Heb. xk 1 13. 
(3) Iſaiah xxxv. 6. 
(5) Prov. vii. 17. 
(7) Iſaiah iii. 24. 
(9) Rom. xi. 25. 
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Not a man that holds univerſal redemption ; be- 
cauſe he has got more redemption than the Bible, 
and will apply that to the goats which belongs 
to the /heep only (1). Not a Phariſee, for he is 
ſelf.righteous overmuch (2). Not a free thinker ; 
| becauſe a preacher of the goſpel is to bring in every 
thought to the obedience of Chriſt (3). Not a free- 
agent; becauſe he is to preach free, ſovereign 
grace, and its reigning power (4). Not a ſelf. 
ſufficient man ;. for he will cry down the ſroereignty 5 
of God (5), al juſtify the wicked, which is an abo- 
mination (6). Not a man fwimming away only 
with a flood of natural affections; for he will 
think God is juſt like himſelf (7), and will preach the 
eternal love of the God-head, as univerſally fixed 
on all the human race; this is denying the Bible, 
which tells us thouſands are in hell already (8), 
and not one there but the object of his 
* hatred (9). All theſe principles we bring into the 
world with us, and they are a ſuperfluity # naughti- 
neſs (10); theſe old things mißt be done avay, be- 
fore we can be new creatures. A man in the old 
Adam is but a very poor divine at beſt, and will be 
a bad inſtrument to proclaim the neceſlity of a new 
heart, a new ſpirit, and ſelf-denial. 


(1) John x. 15. (2) Eceleſ. vii. 16. 
(3) 2 Cor. x. 5. (4) Uaiab ii. 1. 17 
(5) Luke xix. 14. (6) Prov. xvii. 15. 
(7) Pfalm 1. 21. | (8) Ezek, xxxi. 16, 17. 
I | . ni 1 4. 
3 (9) Prov. xxil. 41, Gen, xxvil. 41. (10) Lfaiah 1 1 1, 
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A man broken handed cannot work, and he that is 
broken footed cannot walk. A prieſt under the law 
was to receive and kill the facrifice, and to wave it 


26 Ern 


85 Not a man that is broken handed or broken footed.” 


before the Lord; and if it was offered for himſelf, he 
muſt lay his hands upon the head of it, and confeſs 


his ſins over it to God; he was to go to God to en- 
quire for the people, and then to come out and lift 


up his hands, and bleſs them in the name of the 


Lord; therefore, a ceremonial prieſt needed both 


feet and hands; and a goſpel miniſter muſt be both 


a wayfaring man anda labourer (1 1); he muſt walk 


by faith (2), and by faith Jay hold on eternal life : 


Freewill is a withered arm (3), and fleſhly confi- 


dence is a foot out of joint (4). 


Not a man crocked-backed. ”—Surely it is not a 
deformed body that is meant in this paſſage; G 
is no e of perſons, neither does he delight in 
any man's legs. Paul the apoſtle was a deformed 
man, and the devil tempted him enough about it 
(5), and fools often deſpiſed him for it (6). Every 
unrenewed man is one of Adam's crooked gener- 
ation (7); and his ways are as crooked as him- 
ſelf (8). The worſt crook in man is his ſerpentine, 


froward, ſtubborn, and perverſe will; if his will 


be reſigned to the will of God, he is an upright 


man; but if he is ſelf-willed, he is a curſed child, 


(1) 2 Tim. ii. 6. (20 2 Cor. V. J. 
(3) Iſaiah Ixiv. 7. (4) Prov. xxv. IS 
(5) Gal. iv. 14. 5 (6) 2 Cor. &. 

(7) Deut. xxxii. 5. Fhil. fl. 13. (8) Ne il, hs 
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therefore a very improper channel to convey bleſs- 


ings to others. If the ſelf-willed are to be ſcattered 


in Iſrael, and divided in Jacob (1), they are not very 
fit perſons to call the elect to the unity of faith. Shew 
me a free-will perſon, and Iwill ſhew you a rebel; yea, 
a rebel againſt the ſovereignty of the King, the laws 
of his kingdom, and every loyal ſubject of it. He 


muſt not be crook-backed, nor bowed down with a 
legal yoke; if he is a miniſter of Chriſt, he muſt go 


upright (2). 


„0 Not a dwarf ſhall for the breed of his God (3). 5 | 


Surely it doth not mean one of low ſtature, in a 
goſpel ſenſe; if it did, Paul would have been ex- 
cluded, for he was very ſmall, or elſe they would not 
have been able to have got him out at a window, or 
let him down in a baſket (4). A dwarf is one ſtinted 
by illneſs; or ricketty, for want of good nurſing. 
J have ſeen poor infants crawling on their knees at 
three years old, when if they had been properly 
nurſed, they would have been on their feet at fif- 
teen months. We have many bad mothers in our 
days, who, like H riches, are hardened againſt their 


young, and leave them tor the ſun and ſand to hatch ; 


torgetting that, 1t they loſe the uſe of their limbs, 
every foot may cruſh them (5). Many ſuch dwarſs we 
have in Zion's family, and it is much owing to bad 
nurſing. Some nurſes live on milk themſelves, and 
Fo _ nothing. but milk tor others 3 theſe are unſkiiful 


65 Gen. xlix, £ 6, 7. (2) Fer; xXxvi. 13. 2 Chr, xxix, 34» 


3 Lev. XX1. 20, ; (4) Acts ix. 25. 
(5) Job xxxix. 15. | . 
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in the word of righteouſneſs ; they are babes; and a 
family nurſed by babes muſt be kept all their years 
in infancy. Hence the complaint, as for my people 
children are their Pprefore, and women rule over 
them, 
Some there are who are afraid to reprove, or re- 
' buke, for fear of diſtreſſing the weak; though God 
has commanded it, in order to make them ſound in 
the faith (1). Others are afraid to preach up the 
doctrine of God's election, leſt their followers 
ſhould grow licentious; as if the predeſtination of 
God, which is for our eternal welfare, were nothing 
but a trap (2). I know ſome who ſeldom mention 
the imputed righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, for fear of 
crying down inherent righteouſneſs, and making 
them flothful with regard to the works of righteouſ- 
neſs ; but if all ſelf-righteouſneſs be no better than 
filthy rags, the leſs we have of it the better : Rags 
are not worth ſpeaking of, therefore we ought to 
make mention of the Lord's righteouſneſs, and of his 
only (3). And with reſpect to good works, God 
has promiſed to direct their work in truth, and to 
work in them both to will and to do. Some do not 
chuſe to preach up too much of the nal perſeverance 
of the ſaints, leſt it ſhould ſtop them from ſtriving ; 
but fleſbly ſerivings for maſtery will not be crowned, 
becauſe ſuch do not firive lawfully (4). Nothing on 
earth 1s ſo bad for lecking ſinners as a legal miniſtry ; 
it keeps poor ſouls in perpetual bondage 3 ; "___ 


(1) Tit.! „ (2) Jer. xxvi. * 
(3) Plalm hi. 16, (0 2 Tim. fü. 5. 
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travel is attended with no growth—how ſhall a ſoul 
grow, till it is born again. Legal fear makes a ſoul 
ſtick in the womb (1 795 but perfect love caſts out 


fear (2). 


1 once was in company with a woman, who fits 
under a very legal preacher, and her huſband is in 


the ſame ſpirit ; ſhe was ſorely wounded in her con- 
ſcience with the terrors of God, and in her greateſt 


diſtreſs ſhe took herſelf to private prayer, and ear- 
neſtly beſieged the throne of grace; the kingdom 


feffered violence, and ſhe took it by force (3); being 


filled with light, love, and liberty, ſhe broke forth 


in raptures to her huſband, and told him what ſhe 
felt: this burning lamp ſo dazzled his eyes, that he 


ſuſpected the flame to come from the infernal re- 
ions, and told her ſhe was deluded ; but ſhe con- 


tinued ſtill to blaze. He went and fetched other 
members of the ſociety, and they declared the fame ; 
then the miniſter was deſired to examine her; he 
alſo declared the was deluded. So ſhe pinned her 
faith to the prieſt's judgment, and ręſiſted the Holy 
Gho/t, taking his influences for falſe comfort; and 


very ſoon ſhe loſt all her joy and peace in believing ; 
and to this day (for ought I know) ſits in the ſhadow 
of death. Job calls this rebelling againſt the light, 


for ſuch know not the way thereof (4). Milton calls 


it forcing the At of grace itſelf, and binding 
his 66 0 liberty; “ and I think none but a fool 
will call this preaching up the new birth. That 


(1) Hol. xiii. 13. (2) John iv. 18. 
(3) Matt. xi. 12. (4) Job xxiv, 14. 
| man 
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man who cruſhes the very vitals of godlineſs, or 
knocks the new creature at head as ſoon as it ap- 


pears, is but a poor preacher of the kingdom of 
God. I told her if ſhe ever recovered her comforts 


again, ſhe muſt ſmugole them. 
Theſe elder ſons, who never aa at any 
iime, cannot bear ſuch muſic and dancing; they 
want a kid, as a reward for their labour; but they 
may cry my /eanneſs, my leanneſs, long enough before 


they ſhall get it. The ſhackles of a ſlave, and the 


wings of a dove, are two contrary things that will 
no more unite together han iron and clay. I know ſe- 
veral fouls at this time, who have long ſat under theſe 
dwarfs, till their diſtreſs of ſoul has drove them elſe- 
where for food; and when God has ſet them at 1 
liberty, many arrows have been diſcharged at them 
from the pulpit; and many bitter words from the 
legal flock, only becauſe Chriſt had made them free 
indeed. But I hope they will and faſt in that liber- 
ty wherewith Chriſt has made them free, and not 
be again entangled with the yoke of bondage (1) 
A dwarf ſhall not DONA IEAM the bread of his 1 


God. 


« No man with a Blemiſh i in FR eyes (20 ſhall be 
a prieſt, becauſe he cannot ſee afar off, therefore 


can never be a proper perſon for a ſcer, while his 


own underitanding is hood-winked (3). Not « | 
man with the ſcurvy; no, if his own blood be foul, i 


he is liable to infect others; he muſt be purged with 


(1)-Gal ü . (2) Lev, xxi, 20. 
(3) Mat. xv, 14. N 5 
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hbyſop himſelf, and then he may ſpeak as God's 
mouth, from his own experience: {will cleanſe their 
blood, that I have not cleanſed, for the Lord dwelleth 
in Zion (1). © Not aman ſcabbed (2). No, one 
ſcabbed ſheep will ſpoil the whole flock, as ſay thoſe 
who ſpeak in proverbs ; and a ſcabby ſhepherd is 
' a reproach to the flock. God knows we have all 
too many ſpots ; but this teacheth humility ; and 
God keepingthem from breaking out, ſhews us where 
our ſtrength lays (3). The worſt running ſores are 
errors propagated, and the worſt dry ſcabs are er- 
rors fixed. We may pronounce ſuch utterly un- 
clean, for the plague is in their head (4). 
E] man that hath his ſtones broken (5)” ſhall not 
be a prieſt. Be not offended at my quoting the 
paſſage, every word of God is pure (6). In a goſpel 
ſenſe, this cannot mean a perſon bodily deficient, 
No; theeunuch is not to call himſelf a dry tree (7).— 
Some have made themſelves cunuchs for the kingdom of 
heaven's ſake (8); and he was one of this ſort, to 
whom God ſent a perſonal meſſage (9). Secret 
members are in ſcripture called uncomely parts (10) 
yet where they are inſtrumental in bringing forth a 1 
numerous progeny, there is put on them more abund- 
ant honour. A barren womb was a dreadful reproach 


KH (Cr) Lev. xxi. 20. Joeb ili. 21. (2) Lev. xxi. 20 
) Cor. xi 9. (.) Lev. xiii. 44. 
7 '(5) Lev. xxi. 20, 22 (6) Prov. xxx. 5. 
5 (7) Iſaiah Ixi. 93. (8) Matt. xix. 12. 
(9) Acts viii. 34. (10) 1 r XU, 23. 


among 
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among men (1); though God is dilpleaſed with 
them 2000 evil entreat the barren that bears not (2). 
Sometimes God has denounced a man childleſs, in 


| a way of judgment, and ſometimes not (3): there dau 
| i muſt be ſpiritual ſecrets in the body myſtical, in like 
| order to increaſe the ſpiritual Iſrael of God (4. I on! 
I. read of the ſecret. of God's eternal election being brir 
It with the righteous (5); and I read of the incor- ct 
1 ruptible ſeed of God being in the ſouls of real Feat: 
11 believers (6). I likewiſe read of God's irrevocable it a 
I decrees being pregnant, and bringing forth (7); there- to 2 
4 | fore that man who denies the irrevocable decrees his 
BH of God, denies Zion's fruitful womb, whoſe of: ther 
[ ſpring i is to be as the dew of heaven (8); and that to i 
'''Y man who calls himſelf a father in Chriſt, and yet is long 
ij without the election of God in his heart, is no his 
1 more than a ſpiritual eunuch, and ſhall be dealt if / 
| | | with as a dry tree (9). When poor Zion has no bet- like 
il; ter inſtrumental fathers than theſe, ſhe may be | mar 
if | faid 70 grind under a milliſtone (10) ; but ſhall never in tl 
be faid to bring forth three meaſures of meal with ſaid 
true leaven in it, or a body, ſoul, and ſpirit, with bon 
the grace of the Trinity in them (11), pold 
5 ſeal 
(1) Gen, xxx. 5. 5 44) Job xxiv. 21. wor 
_ (3) Jer. XX: 3% (4) 1, Cor. xii. 22, 237 24s for 
d. true 
(s) Pſalm xxiv. 14. Prov. iii. 32. (6) 1. Pet. i. 23. 1 John 1 
5 Jer. xxiii. 18. iii. 9. his t 
(7) Zeph. ii. 2, (8) Pfal. cx, 3, 4. Hol, 
5 3 | 111. 14. 7 5 
(9) Luke xxiii. 31. (20) Job xxxi. 10. 


(11) Luke xili. 21. 
F Errors 


been in company with many of theſe range 
daughters of Jeruſalem, ſome of whom groaned, 
like ſouls in real ſpiritual travail (2); but it was 
only a falſe conception ; and if they ſeemed to 
bring forth any thing, all the divines in the world 


= -eature, gender, nor member ; and who can call 
it a new creature, without applying the phraie 
to a ſnail (3)? I believe a man with an alarm in 


ſaid that they have begotten fouls to Chriſt, in the 
bonds of the goſpel: no; the golden oil goes in a 
golden pipe (5). A real ſpiritual convert is God's 
ſeal; but he ſets not his ſeal of approbation to the 


work of a liar (however Satan may plead this); 


for I read, he has gone out of his own head : It is 
true, the Spirit ſpake by Balaam, but he only uſed 
his tongue ; he let Satan reign in his heart, but 


made him lay ſtill till he had done with him : his 


1 1) Hoſ, ix. 14. (2) Iſaiah xxvi. 18. 
(3) Pſalm, Iviii. 8. (4) Deut. i. 6. 

(5) Zech. iv. 12. . 
e C heart 
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Errors occaſion a miſcarrying womb, and mock 
the babes of Chriſt with a dry brea/t (1). I have 


could not tell what it was; for there was neither 


his conſcience, may ſound an alarm till many find 
themſelves at Sinai ; but if God ſend not a freeman 
to ſound a jubilee trump, they will compaſs that mount. 
long enough (4). A man with the fire of wrath in 
his heart may cry fire till many be awakened ; but 
if /alvation by grace be not preached, they "will 
like Lot's ſons, lay down in the flames. It is true, 
* 43 many unbelievers will ſay, We have caſt out devils. 
in thy name; and though they have, yet it is never 
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heart was at the high place, while the Holy Ghoft 


uſed his organs of ſpeech ; and, if he had pleaſed, | 
he could have done all this by the mouth of the 
aſs; for the aſs was more honeſt and reverend 1 
than her rider. 
Believe me, I do not t ſpeak againſt the learning { 

of any ſpiritual labourer in Chriſt's vineyard : : No; t 
I love them dearly, and can ſee eye to eye with 5 
them in a meaſure ; and often hear them own, that | 1 
God is a free agent, and can raiſe up an inſtrument 2 
to be a ſpiritual preacher of the goſpel, who can f 
proclaim light, life, pardon, peace, love, and f 
liberty, without being a maſter of arts: and I 1, 


know aſtronomy, geography, philoſophy, anatomy, 
botany, &c. have little to do with the conſcience 
of a day-labouring man. God hath choſen the poor 
of this world rich in faith ; therefore, he that 
' preaches the wiſdom this world teaches, makes the 
craſ of Chriſt of none effect to ſuch, and can be no 
better to them than a barbarian (1); and that man 
wjho preſumes to make human learning an eſſential 
in the miniſtry, condemns the greateſt part of the 
prophets and apoſtles; yea, and even Chriſt him- 
ſelf (2); and ſuch may be aſhamed, for they caſt a 
reflection on the wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
uſes ſuch, and want to limit the Holy One of Iſrael (3). 
About twelve months ago, a young man offered 
himſelf to preach at Margaret-ſtreet chapel for me: 


(1) 1 Cor. ii. * 1 (22) John vii. 15. 
(3) Palm, Ixxxviii. 41, Mark xitk, 11. John xvi. 13. 


he 
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he came with a deal of pompoſity, and in robes, as 
if he belonged to the eſtabliſhment z and knowing 


me to be an illiterate man, he chole a text for the 


purpoſe, and entertained my hearers about Moſes 


being inſtructed in all the wiſdom of Egypt (1). 80 


the wiſdom of Egypt was ſet againit apoſtolic igno- 


rance (2; and what ſucceſs he could expect 1 Hall 


leave to your judgment. As the word of God has not 
commanded Egyptian wiſdom as an eſſential to the 
ſacerdotal function, I think he might as well have 


ſpent his trifling artillery at the devil, as at my 


ignorance of ſchool learning. 


If Moſes was forty years "old befere it came into 


his mind to viſit his brethren (3\, and he had 


been all that time a pupil in Egy pt, it is evident 


his tuition kept him from the church of Chriſt, 


IJ know not who was the chief tutor in Egypt; but 
it is certain God was not; for he ſays, when he 


went out into the land of Egypt he heard a languoge 


_ that he underſtood not (4) ; therefore he brought his 
choſen out from among that people of a ſtrange 
language (5). If my congregation had been as 
blind as the preacher, they might have gone 
away perſuaded that none could preach the 
myſtery of the croſs, unleſs they were qualified 
by magic art; but they ſaw through him; ſo 
he had his work, and they had theirs. He 


cried up the wiſdom of Egypt, and they cried 
down the vanity of him. 


ei) Ads v.22, (2) Acts iv. 13. | 
(3FASS YE. 2g; - (4) Pfalm IXxxi. 5, 


(5) Plalm exiv. x, | 
| $74 God 
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God called Amos, the herdſman, to "ae 
in the king's chapel (1) ; and Peter from the fiſhing 
boat to confound the Fewifh doftors : And I was 


called from the coal-barge, to tell ſinners that 
Jeſus is riſen indeed, and hath appeared to me. 


And this advocate for gypfies? wiſdom was called, 
or ran from the apothecary's ſhop ; but why he 
ſhould uſe his pe/le againſt my coal-ſack, I know 


not; however, if men of ſuppoſed learning lift up 


their heels, and kick againſt God in the choice 
of his inſtruments, they may expect to be 
checked; for whoſoever cries up the wiſdom of 


this Ee in a pulpit, only exalteth folly ; and 
God will viſit it with a rod. He keeps a whip 
Joer the horſe, a bridle for the aſi, and a rod for 
the back of fools (2). I deny not but a man of 
gifts and learning may be of uſe to inform a 
perſon's judgment, or to explain the meaning of 


a text in the original language; but I never will 
believe a well without water, a cloud without 
rain, an inſtrument without life, or a lamp 


without oil, can convey what they have not got 


themſelves. God uſes not ſuch inſtruments to 


convey the precious gifts of the Holy Ghoſt; the 


golden oil flows through the golden pipes (3). Our 


faith muſt not ſtand in man's wiſdom ; for God 


will deſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and make their 
under/tanding fooliſhneſs. And it the foundation 


be * we all know the fuperitrudure 
muſt fall. 


(1 Amos vii. 13. (=) Prov, *g. (3) Tech. 1. 12. 
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 Winchefter-Roxw, 


7 N. my cron Son in the Faith. 


68 RACE, mercy, and peace be with thee, 


from God our Father, and the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, who is our hope. Your's I received, and 
muſt confeſs I have long had a ſecret thought of 
God's ſending thee forth into his vineyard—yea, I 


have at times indulged this thought for theſe 


three or four years paſt, but thought it prudent to 


conceal it from you, leſt, by pending my breath, I 
ſhould puff you up. 

However, I watched you narrowly, ad the 
hand of God with you; and I ſoon diſcovered a 


ſound judgment, light to ſee and life to feel the 


difference between the killing letter and the quick- 
ening word; the bondage of the law, and the liberty 
of the goſpel 
life, and knowledge, more and more. I alſo diſ- 


covered the ſevere diſcipline which our divine 


tutor uled with thee; and I believe he has for 
ſome years inſtructed thee with a ſtrong hand; 
which I truit you have, and ever will find to 

b wy be 


: may the Lord increaſe thy light, 
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be for your ſoul's good, becauſe it keeps us from 


ſaying a confederacy to every rotten preacher who 
ſays a confederacy ; it likewiſe empties us from 
veſſel to veſſel, ſo that we ſettle not upon our lees, 
or drop into fleſhly eaſe in Zion. It keeps us 
in jeopardy every hour; makes us leave thoſe 
things which are behind, and mind and walk in 


what we have obtained, and yet be prefling 
forward after thoſe things that are before. It 
keeps our eyes fixed on the prize, and makes us 


daily ſeek after every characteriſtical mark of an 


high, holy, and heavenly calling ; in ſhort, by theſe 


trials we live ; and in all theſe things is the life of 
our ſpirits : ſo God tis pleaſed to revive Us, and cat We 
us to live by the faith of his dear Son. 
And now, my ſon, what ſhall I ſay in anſwer to 
your requeſt? You know I am no great judge of 
miniſterial abilities, (as to that part of them which 


pleaſes the world in general); I have never 


been at an academy myſelt ; and indeed I ſhould 


think it would be even tempting God, if I were to 
attempt it. God can, and often doth, make a 
very unlikely tongue like he pen of a ready writer, 
without ſending the quill to be cut at a college. I 


by no means approve of your going to the academy 
into Wales; if Jehovah the Spirit (called a ce n 
tongue of fire), abide on thee, thou haſt no call to 


go lo far to have thy tongue cleft. I have very 


_ narrowly watched ſeveral who have gone thither ; 
and, as far as I could diſcern, I ſaw ſome of them 
Who went there, apparently with ſome degree of 


C4 ſumplicity, 
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ſimplicity, humility, tenderneſs, watchfulneſs, and 


ſelf-diffidence, have not returned till they had got 
rid of the greateſt part of what tlfey ſeemed to have. 


They have in general come back men of con- 
ſiderable conſequence in their own eſteem, and 
have expected more homage by far than ever Paul 


did. It is true they have appeared with better 


language, but leſs power; and you know the 
kingdom /tands not in word but in power, I ſpeak 
not this of all; no, there are ſome whoſe miniſtry, 
uſefulneſs, and life, is known and read of all men; 
but ſever: I whom I know, at their return, have 
appeared in the element of the Chriſtian world, as 


clouds without water, juſt to pleaſe thoſe who are 


weather-wiſe, who can look no farther than the face of 


| theſky but without any ſanctuary ſhowers for the 


parched ground (1), Yea, I have often obſerved, 
while they have been mimicking the ſcholar, the 


Spirit hath evidently with-held that aſſiſtance from 


them, which he hath bountifully beſtowed on the 
experimental, unaffected, honeſt, illiterate blun- 
derer. I ſtand not alone in my judgment; many, 


who are bleſſed with a ſpiritual palate, will own _ 


with me, that much of the wine broached by 
many of them, is too much tainted with the old 
„„ 


. could SY with my ſon to tread in | the 5 
ſteps of his unpoliſhed father, without wanting to 


appear what he is not, If God calls a fool to 


preach, it is to diſplay his own wiſdom in that fool. 


(1) Prov, XXT\ 14. Jude 12th 5 
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If he ſends a very weak inſtrument, it is that his 
ſtrength may the more perfectly appear in his 
weakneſs, If he ſends one, who has long appeared 


| baſe in the eyes of the world, it is to diſplay his 


| ſovereign, renewing, miraculous grace, to the con- 
fuſion of the honourable. I believe I was made 


the father of near thirty ſouls, before I could diſ- 


tinctly read any one chapter in the Bible. You 
are a living witneſs of this truth; the whole con- 
gregation to which you belong, are all (two or 
three excepted), the ſeals of my miniſtry ; therefore 
it is evident, my want of human learning has been 
no impediment in the way of uſefulneſs. Natural 


and acquired abilities have a tendency to lift ſuch 


as you and me up; and wherever felt is 
concerned in the building of mercy, it is at the 


expence of Chriſt?s honour. 


If we are deſicient in the excellency of ſpeech, it 
bs that the croſs of Chriſt may appear the more 
effectual, and to convince our hearers, that their faith 
ts not toftand in the wiſdom of men, but in the power 
/ God. An experimental preacher is no more than 
a golden pipe, through which the divine olive-tree 
conveys the golden oil; or an inſtrument by which 
men believe, but have no dominion over their faith; 
| becauſe planting and watering are all in vain, unleſs 


| God gives the increaſe : therefore the Holy Ghoſt 


tells us, Paul and Apollos are nothing ; then ſurely 


we mult be double diminutives, leſs than the leaſt 
of all ſaints, 


Our 
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Our journey from D. to H. was a very pleaſant 
one, and our converſation was ſweet together, until 
you mentioned your thoughts of a college. I told 
you my thoughts in a meaſure ; but the next day, 
as I] went from H. to Richmond, I pondered it 
over in my mind: Alas! faid I, how ſhall I endure 
to ſee my ſon, whom I love in the truth, ho is by 
occupation no more than a poor S. or Wafer C. up 
in a pulpit, with robes and bands. How ſhall I, 
with any degree of patience, look on my fon, 
without being diſguſted. I can love and revere 
thy grace, but not thy pride; and if pride ſhould 
obſcure thy grace, how ſhall I find a feature of 
_ Chriſt to fix my affections on? Goſpel love can 
never fix, but on ſome feature of the Saviour; 
grace is the image of him, TOR the nge of the 
: devil. : 

Thou knoweſt at chis time that 1 am as 130 if 
| not a better ſcholar, than any of my flock at G. and 
if my pride has at any time prompted me to ex- 
preſs a great ſwelling word, haſt thou not ſeen how 
they have looked up at me? as much as to lay, 
What doth our barbarian paſtor mean by that: 
But my ſon's humour may object, and fay, Suppole 

I ſhould be called to preach in London, as you are ? 
Well, ſuppoſe you ſhould; thou needeſt not be- 
come a collegian on that account; becauſe the 
Lord's army, in London, is maplballed in three 


"ranks. There are ſome profeſſing nobility and 


_ gentry ; theſe being learned, God ſends gentlemen 
of eminent at lcarning to preach to them. The ſecond 
| rank 
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rank conſiſts chiefly of mechanics, of good educa- 
tion; and God ſends ſuch mechanics to preach to 
them. The third battalion conſiſts of ſervants, 
journeymen, a great number of old chairwomen, 
together with ſome ſcavengers, lamp- lighters, and 
hod-men. Now you and I mult be ſtandard- bearers 
to this battalion of light infantry ; and we are on 
tected by the ſame laws, fight under the ſame ban 
ner, and no leſs beloved of the King than hs 
others. You will ſay, that our temporal pay is 
leſs; true, but our ſpiritual pay is more. Thou 
wilt ſay, country people are not ſo bitter againſt a 
gownſman. Neither ſhun the croſs, nor court it. 
But carnal wiſdom may plead the uſefulneſs of the 
gown to draw people; to which t anſwer, all nets 
manufactured b. y human wiſdom, are too weak to 
hold a ſinner. Caſt the Lord's net with the hand 
of faith, and pray for the wind to blow, and doubt- 
leſs you will have a draught. Strive not to pleaſe 
a few light, bigotted Phariſees, with a gown and 
band ; their applauſe will puff thee up, and pride 
may blind thine eyes, until thou mayeſt appear in 
thine own ſight almoſt a maſter of arts; but every 
diſcerning Chriſtian will ſee thee in another light. 
Go on as thou art; bring no carnal props to 
| ſupport the ark of God ; : al unpoliſhed preacher 1 is 
leſs capable of deceiving. Many appear in gowns 
and bands, with refined language, which are no 
more than mere inſtruments, without /þiritual life, 
| Going: the people with an empty {ound ; and, 
although they are called golpel miniſters, yet it is 
to 
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to be feared they neither know Chriſt, nor them- 


ſelves : better judges than I ſay the ſame. : 
Not long ago I went to hear one of theſe gentle- 
men, in his robes, who had no more right to 


them than I have; he preached a very ſound- 
worded diſcourſe. I admired his ſpeech, inge- 


nuity, and fluency; in ſhort, there was nothing 


wanting but unction. Soon after this, a gentleman 


lent me a book (which I had never ſeen before), 


called Benjamin Keach's Metaphors. I had not* 
read in it long, before I ſaw, word for word, all 


the ingenious diſcourſe which I had lately heard 
and how that divine appeared in my eyes afterwards 


I ſhall leave you to gueſs. I told a friend, who 
went with me, that if theſe gentlemen were kept 
from hearing goſpel miniſters, and without money 
to buy commentators, they would be forced to act Þ| 


the part of a journeyman ſhoe-maker, when he has 
ſpent all his caſh on St. Monday Ay ſtand 
{till for the want of ſtuff, _ 


I know ſome learned goſpel miniſters in 3 
who have come down in their ſtyle of ſpeech to the 
weakeſt capacity; while others (ſome of whom 


were as low and mean as myſelf), are climbing up 


in pride to that pinnacle from which the others 


deſcended. Do not miſtake me, I am not againſt 


any ſervant of Chriſt conſulting the judgment of a 
ſound author, or quoting from him; but I fay, all 
who run unſent of God, let them get their matter 
and manner from Benjamin Keach, or elſewhere, 
| God has quartered them at the ſign of the den of 
thieves 
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thieves ; and, ſooner or later, they will turn back 
in the day of battle, for God is againſt them that A 5 
His word, every one of his neighbour (1). 
It is better, my ſon, to feel and enjoy what we 
cannot find language to expreſs, than to expreſs 
| what we never felt or enjoyed; therefore aim more 
at life than language. If we muſt be grammarians, 
let us get it by the dint of hard ſtudy and obſerva- 
tion; and let us preach as much ſcripture as poſlible, 
for the Bible is excellent language. Learned 
- miniſters, if under the influence of grace, will not 
deſpiſe us in our proper ſphere; a nobleman's 
butler does not defpiſe an under-groom in his 
| ſtable; but, if he will be meddling with the ſide- 
board, he cannot be faid to abide in the place 
wherein he v was call ed ou know how to apply 
| . 

However, if you are determined to appear in the | 
character of a dignified clergyman, I hope you will 
go to ſome place where thou art not known; and 

to be ſure never to drop a hint that thou waſt 
once a profeſſor of the craft of St. Criſpin. Take 
what I have written in good part, as it is intended 
for thy good. You ſhall have my opinion of mi- 
”  nifterial abilities in the next. Remember, I have 
long ſtyled thee my own ſon in the faith, and hope 
thou will be like minded with me. Neglect not the 
gift that is in thee ; let not every wind of error, 
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(1) Jer. xxiii. 30, 31, 32. 
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nor the north wind of the law, deter thee 2 
that obſerveth the winds ſhall not ſow ; and thoſe 
zealoully affected by falſe clouds ſpall not TS 


much (1). 
Ever thine in goſpel love, 
w. H. 


(i)] Ecceſ. xi. 4. 
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LETT HERV 


Winchcfter-Row, 
To N. ny beloved Son. 


W 18 1 thow mayeſt proſper and be! in health, 
even as thy ſoul proſpereth; and that in this, 


and in every thing, thou mayeſt commit thy 
ways unto the Lord, and he ſhall direct thy ſteps ; 
leave it with him, and he ſhall eſtabliſh thy 
thoughts :—wait, look, and expect, and he ſhall 
bring it to paſs. 


But now to comply with my ſon's requeſt,! in giv- 


ing him my thoughts of iniſterial quali ifications. 


In doing this, I ao not intend to arraign thee at 
my bar, but ſhew thee how I have arraigned my- 
ſelf at God's bar. There are ſome who run to this 


work, without being fent of God ; and they may 
ſeem to outſtep him that is, becauſe they, like 
Ahimaaz, run by the way of the plain; but whether 
Cujhis road be rough or ſmooth, he has got the tidings 


in his mouth (1). Theſe forward men are, like 
Noatr's raven, the firit that go out, and the laſt 


that come back 3 lor they often end with the 


(6) 2 Sam. 3 23. 8 5 
5 world : 


: 


1 


A, 42 — 


- 8 n 99 89 FT wh 
= | PIN 1 2 8 4 ** *= _ , 
oy + \ — . - OE EO ——— a . 
_— * . * 7 * * * * 2 — 
14 - Gb 22 I a r r 
, — — EEE 


bs he r 
— ts ot. 


- py > cp mo AIRES Et 
— 


Y . 2 , I — ts wn > 2 8 — 
7 = ** P 
3 a v r. r — ; 2 — ——— — — — 
- * * " 4 * * — 3 85 5 — n _ 8 
OO EPs A. Me I ama... ĩ˖ ˖ ˖ ˖ — EE . ͤ K A —— 
——_— — ou - : g 


7 
1. 
* 
7 
1 
3 
þ 
w? 
s 7 
; 
£ 
- 
. 
. 
"4 
- 
i 
\ 
s 
* - 
£4& 
7 
pF F'Y 
: $3 
ny *. 
. NN 
37 
7K 
1 19 
of F 
14 


— 
wah r 5 » r 22 
E o» ‚ r 
— Y 


— E: 


2 - LETTERS ON 


world: but we muſt imitate the dove; go to the 
everlaſting and ever- green olive- tree, and take one 


of thoſe leaves which are for the healing of the nations: 


and if wecarry the medicines, we ſhall be found out 
by thoſe who have need of healing. But a man 


who runs nent of God, cannot expect God to 
ſcreen his head in the day of battle; he is likely 


to get no better anſwer from God, in time of trial, 


than the prophet did, when he fled from Jezebel 


10 Horeb—What dgſt thou here, Elijah ? 


A A goſpel miniſter has ſome of the ſame trying 
work, to make his calling to the miniſtry clear, as 
he had to make his effeQtual calling and eternal 
election ſure ; and when a man has done this, he 
has full liberty to appeal, both to God and man, as 
Moſes did, when rebels invaded his office, and re- 
| belled againſt his authority, % Thaw not done this of 
God ſent an Iweful judg- 
ment to convince all Urael mat Moles was no 


mine own mind (1).“ 


impoſtor. 

A miniſter muſt not be a novice (2). ” it doth 
not mean an ignorant man in natural things; ; for 
God choſe an illiterate Peter, to confound a wiſe 
Sanhedrim; an ignorant man made wiſe unto ſal- 


vation is often God's inſtrument, to confound the 
but it means, he muſt 


wiſe in their own conceit; 
not be a novice in grace, in experience, or in 
ſpiritual things; 


(2) I Tim. ui. 6. | 


(1) Num. vi. 28. 


he muſt have humbling grace to 
counterbalance bis ſpiritual pride, or elſe he will be 
lifted up as the devil was, and fall into condemna- 


tion 
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tion for pride as the devil did (1). He muſt be the 
* huſhand of one wife,”” no polygamiſt (2), What 
ſhall a foldier of Chriſt do with a troop of wives? 
Moſes had but one wife, and ſhe was trouble 
enough ; but when ſhe ſtood in the way of God's 
command, he got rid of her; for if ſhe would not 
be an Help-mete, ſhe ought not to be an hind- 
Trance (3). He muſt be one given 10 hoſpitality ; 
given to it by grace; he muſt put on, as the 
beloved of God, bowels of mercy, as the bowels 
of God have ſounded toward him; and feed 

” CrrisT in his members, if he be hungry; and 
give him drink, if he be thirſty ; and take him in, 
if he be a ſtranger: this hoſpitality convinceth the 
world that we do not make a gain of godlineſs, 
nor truſt in uncertain riches. Not given to filthy 
lucre.' No; for how can he be a preacher of 
the true God, who is an idolater himſelf ? * Not 
given to wine.” One who is not drunken with 
wine, or applauſe ; one who thinks ſoberly, and 
lives ſoberly. 
Nc chapter in the Bible i is ſo full to the purpoſe. 
Y in hand, as the 8th chapter of Leviticus. The 
= conſecration of Aaron has been the bar at which I 
have often arraigned myſelf. And here obſerve 
what God ſays: And Aaron ſhall be thy ſpokeſman 
| wnto the people: and he ſhall be, even he fhall be to 
| thee inſtead of a mouth, and thou ſhalt be to him 
inſtead of God (4); and now I will ſhew you how 


(1) I Td 96 6. 42) 4 Tim. 3 HE 
(3) Exod, iv. 24—26 and XVI, 2. (4) Exod. iv. 16. 


D Moſes, 
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Moſes, in God's ſtead, conſecrated Aaron, who 
as a miniſter, was to be a mouth for God. © Take 


Aaron (1) ;” here is his call. No man taketh 


this office upon himſelf, but he who is called of 


God, as was Aaron. Moſes waſhed him (2).” 


If Chriſt wath us not, we have no part with hiin. 


But, ſays Paul, he faved us from our guilt, by the 
waſhing of regeneration, and W us by the 


Holy Ghoſt. 


& He put on his coat (3): ” Wemuſt be clad with ; 


zeal, and with the whole armour of God, before 


we can be called prieſts cloathed with falvation (4). 
« Gird him with a girdle (5).” This girdle was 


typical of truth, which is to ſwaddle our minds, 


that we give not a looſe to vanity ; to be carnally 
minded is to be dead ; to be earthly minded, or 
covetous, is to be brutal and 1dolatrous. A mind 
corrupted with error, is a mind in conjunction 
with Satan; ſuch carnal minds conceive ſin, 


bring forth iniquity, and increaſe tranſgreſſors 


among men. We muſt ever draw the ſword of 
God at ſuch, for we muſt not ſuffer a witch to 
live (6). The Lord preſerve my fon from theſe 
things, and from a looſe profeſſion ! To be ſpi- 
ritually-minded is life and peace 3 therefore, gird 
up the loins of your mind, watch, be Joher, and 
hope tO the end 7% . 


(1) Lev, viii. 2, (2) Lev. vill. 6. 


(3) Lev. viii 6. 8 (4) Pf. xxx Ii. 16. 
(5) Lev. iii. 7. 4/6) Exod. XX11, 18. 


(7) 1 Pet. I 13. | | 5 
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&« Clathed him with a robe.“ We muſt be cloath- 


ed with a robe of imputed righteouſneſs; all our 


righteouſneſles are as filthy rags, and no ambaſſador 
of the King of kings mult appear at court in rags; 


no, nor yet take the Saviour's new cloth to patch 
his old fig-leaved garment: this is to make the rent 


worſe than before, and to be guilty of ſpiritual 
theft. God cloaths his miniſters as he did Iſaiah, 
with the robe of his righteouſneſs ; and we muſt 
bring forth this robe to every returning prodigal. 
This righteouſneſs ſhall juſtify us, and all them 


that believe in it. God ſaved Noah the eighth 


perſon, a preacher of Righteouſneſs (1). The 


© Spirit of Chriſt in Noah preached imputed righte- 
= ouinels to the anti-deluvians an hundred and twenty 
years, as to ſpirits in priſon, ſouls in Satan's ſtrong 


hold, and under the ſentence of condemnation (2). 
A carnal mind is like the ſpider, turning every 
myſtery into bane ; and has no covering but her 


own web (3); but we know the leproſy is both 
in the warp and the woof ; therefore wear no 


garments of linen and woollen together (4). 


Pit an Ephod upon him.“ The ephod being 
the outer garment, holds forth a holy, innocent 


life and walk, under the influence of God's Spirit, 


Woe to 1 ays God, who cover with a covering, 


but not of my ſpirit, that they may add fin to fin. In 


(i) 2 Peter ii, 4, TY 1 Peter iii, 28, 19, 20. 
Oo Iſaiah lix, . (4) Lev. xix. . | 
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this ephod God was conſulted : we muſt lift up 


holy hands at the throne of grace. The ephod was 


bound to him by the girdle. If truth braces our 
minds, our feet, tongue, and hands will be kept 
within bounds, All external ſhew of ſanctity, 
without the ſpirit and word of truth, is cd the 
varniſh of a painted ſepulchre. 


« Put the breaſt plate on him (1). The breaſt- 
plate of faith and love, and the breaſt-plate of 


righteoufneſs, are recommended by Paul. We muſt 


in this world be judged by the law, and be juſtified 
by the fath of the goſpel, before we can be ſaid to 
paſs from death to life, and have a right to the 
promiſe of never coming into condemnation; 
which we have when we are juſtified by grace in 


the court of our own conſcience. When we are =: 
arraigned by a juſt God, at the bar of the law > 


written in our hearts, we ſoon ſee our ſins, and 


feel the ſentence of death due to us on that account; 


we begin to hear a ſtill, ſmall voice, ſound behind BY 


us in an act of ſovereign grace; God turns our face 
towards it, and the Holy Ghoſt enlightens our un- 
derſtandings to ſee Chriſt crucified, the end of the 
law for righteouſneſs, clearly revealed, and freely 


held forth in an unconditional promiſe. We ſee 
a ſuitableneſs in him, and feel our need of him; 


but the Spirit convinceth us of unbelief; therefore 
we cagerly catch at him, but cannot bring him in. 


We {ce what a lovely, [weet, bleſled friend of 


be ) Lev, vili. 8. 
ſin ners 


ers 
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ſinners he is, to thoſe who are intereſted in him 
we fix our longing eyes on him, woo him, but he 


appears coy, and ſtands at a diſtance ; then the 
thoughts of our having ſinned arainft him, and 
fear of miſling him, lays our ſouls on the rack, and 


we perpetually keep ſinking, until the Spirit of 
God influences the mind with divine confidence. 


Then again we attempt to feel after him; and 
finding ſtrength in the hand of faith, catch faſt 
hold of him, crying out, I will not let thee go 
except thou bleſs me. The hand of faith holds 
this Jew by the ſkirt, and the eye of faith peeps up 
at his face; and there we ſee a reconciled God 
glorified and appeaſed, in the marr'd viſage of a 


crucified Saviour. But he ſeeming to hang back, 


© the Spirit of God helps our infirmites, and dictates 


a petition : O Lord, forſake me not utterly,” — 


At laſt he yields, ſaying, © Turn away thine eyes 


from me, for they have overcome me; and into 
the heart we bring him, with all that he has and is, 


crying out, 5 1 had utterly fainted, unleſs Ihad 


believed to ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the land 


of the living.” And from that moment we are as 


{ure never to be damned, as we are that there is a 


God in heaven. And now our eyes prevent the 


night watches, that we may converſe with him in 


his word ; fearing to fleep, leſt he ſteal away un- 


awares; a if at any time we chance to ſleep, and 


in the e ae find him gone, we are like Samſon 
when he ſhook himſelf, and found that his God 
Was departed, becauſe the tempter comes in his 


1 | room. 
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room. This ſets us to ſearch the ſcriptures for 
armour and artillery ; and imputed righteouſneſs 


we ſoon find is a breaſt-plate ſufficient to repel the 
force of every condemning ſentence. A little of 

this experience makes a man a ſound . of 
imputed righteouſneſs and goſpel faith. | 


Pult in the breaſt-plate urim and thummim (1)” 


light and perfection. To confult God by urim, is 


to go, by the light of the Spirit, to the Father of 


lights, and fountain of light; and ſo to pray to him 


by the Spirit, and with the underſtanding alſo.— 


A preacher of the goſpel muſt be turned from 
darkneſs to light, before his light can ſhine before 
men, or he be called with any propriety, a burning 
and a ſhining light ; and thou muſt have thy candle 


lighted by a coal from Chriſt the true altar; 


no {trange fire, no; nor any flame kindled by 
the devil, who ſears the ſinner's conſcience as 
with a hot i iron; this, and a ſtoney heart, under 
his influence, caſt the ſparks of pride into a flethly 


mind; vainly blowing it up like a jack-o'tantern : 


ſuch are the Arminians, wandering ſtars, now 
ſhining here, now there; how is a veſſel of mercy 
to make her port, under ſuch wavering planets ? 
However, this I clearly ſee, the farther they go 
the darker they get. I know ſeveral who are ſunk _ 
ſo deep in deſpondency, that neither ſun, moon, 

nor ſtars have appeared on their ſouls for many 
years together; and no ſmall tempelt lays on them; 
but it is meet that ſuch, who keep hacking the cable 5 


(1) Lev, vili. 8. 
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of truth, ſhould feel the need of an anchor of 


hope; and thoſe that wilfully depart from realities, 


ſhould end in a fable. But the path of the juſt is as 
a ſhining light, which ſhines brighter and brighter 


| unto the pertect day. 


« Thummim (1)” ſigniſies Perfection To conſult 


God by thummim, is to go to him in a perfect 


Saviour; viewing one's ſelf compleat in Chriſt, 


and ſtripped of all confidence in the fleſh : to be 
like Noah, perfect in his generation, is to be of 
the ſpiritual traternity of God by regeneration.— 
To be perfect as our heavenly father is perfect, is 
to be changed, and renewed by the Holy - Ghoſt, 


and to bear the ſpiritual image of God the Son; 
our heavenly Father being ſpirit only, and not 
fleſh and blood, as we are. All perfection in the 
fleſh, which we daily hear of, is an abſolute denial 
of the dreadful fall of man ; a giving God the lie 
in his word of truth, and a contradiction of the 
whole cloud of witneſſes. It leads us, firlt, to ſelf- 
admiration ; ſecondly, to independency of God; 
thirdly, to ſelf-con ee and, fourthly, to ſelf. 
deification. Theſe were the leading ſteps that 
Satan took, when he m his own habitation ; and 


when truth detected him for truſting in a lie, he 


rebelled, and aimed at Divine ſovereignty ; adding 
this rebellion to his ſin, all holineſs and happinels 
left him; he was arraigned, and charged with 
folly (2); caſt out of heaven into the bottomleſs 
pit ; bound with the chains of his ſin ; and reſerved 
to take a final judgment, with all his angelic aflo- 


(1) Lev. viii. 8. (2) Job iv. 18. ; 
| D 4 1 ciates; 


FF 


ciates; and with all that part of the human race, 


who ſhould credit his ſuggeſtions, tread i in his . + 


and believe and die in his he (1). 


By what I have ſaid, we may ſee who is the 


author of this wonderful doctrine of ſinleſs perfec- 
tion. Howbeit, let us walk in the Spirit, and 


mind the things of the Spirit; and he ſhall change 
our vile bodies, and faſhion them like the glorious 


body of Chriſt : all mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up, 


when he who only hath immortality ſhall appear ; 
— all that die in goſpel faith, leave their fleſh to reſt in 


hope (2). Fleſh and blood can never inherit the 


kingdom of God; therefore all who are made per- 
fect in the fleſh, all who truſt in the fleſh, glory in 
the fleſh, walk in the fleſh, and die in the fleſh, ſhall 
awake in the image of Satan (3); and that to ever. 
laſting ſhame and contempt (4). Such doctrines 
are diſhonourable to the divine ſanQifying union 
from above, who alone anoints, ſanctifies, and 
makes ſouls meet for heaven. However, if theſe 


dead flies, by ſelf-holineſs, endeavour to render the 
Divine Phyſician's unction unſavoury, it is juſt in 
God to let them fly into the devil's web (5). But 
you, my ſon, have not ſo learned Chriſt. | 

I will ſend thee the reſt of my thoughts i in the 
next letter ; fare thee well : may the God of Abra- 
ham, before whom I have walked, bleſs thee with 
| the precious things of heaven; even the precious 


(1) Jude verſe 6. Iſaiah xiv. 12, Job iv. 18. Heb. ii. 5, 6, 
7, 8, Prov. v. 22, Job vii, 44. (2) Pſalm xvi. * 
(3) Pſalm Ixxii. 20. . vw Dan, xii. 2, 
(5) Ecclef, x. 1. 
Fruit 


- RATING Eben) Tb L - BY 8 A 7 . FFT — A < * 5 N 5 N s 
o We > BLAKE n wk * W FILL 3. c STINT POT ES. ; - * r n 28 1 
e JJV ⅛˙ͤ.iv¼iC . ts r ͤ˙”— , rae WEN e ens) 5 4 POETS ON . 8 . . 3 + 
e N SFG S . * . CVP 7 . e 0 
L 3 n TOE 8 } 3 5 e 88 3 Er PILAR TESTS HY OE SUS RA FIST) * _ 
N wt 2 2 — 


MINISTERIAL QUALIFICATIONS. 57 
fruits brought forth by the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; 


and the precious things put forth by the moon—the 
church; and the chief things of the ancient mountains 
of eternal election; and the precious things of the 
taſting hills of glorification; and the precious things 


of the earth, and fullneſs thereof; together with the | 


_ breaſts of divine conſolation, and the bleſſings of Lion's 


fruitful womb ; and may the good <will of him that 


dwelt in thebuſh, be on the top of the head of him, who, 
by grace, is ſeparated from his fleſhly brethren (1); 


while I remain thy joyful and affectionate father in 


Chriſt Jeſus. 


W. H. 


(i) Dieut. xxxili. 13, 14, 16, 16. 
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LE ETT EE YL 
W iincheſter-Row. 
My dear Son, 


OUR S's I received with great delight. I 


approve much of your letter; you ſeem 


therein to put away childiſh things, and appear 
quite a man in divinity. I ſhall not anfwer that 
letter yet, as I intend to continue my comment 
on this chapter, which I hope you will not be 
diſpleaſed at. 
who appear in the pulpit ſcripture-corrupters ; 


therefore, do not marvel 1t God turns coal- heavers 


into commentators. 

“ Thummim and Urim,” or light and perfection, 
we proved to be Chriſt, the true light, and that 
Saviour who is perfect; ſo let the Thummim and 
Urim be with the Father's Holy One, whom 'he 
| hath proved at Maſſah, or with temptation ; and 


with whoſe unparalled love to finners, Juſtice ſtrove 
at the waters of Meribah, or with whom he diſputed _ 
until vindictive Juſtice had 
ſpent his ſhafts in the Saviour, and retributive 


and quarrelled (1); 


Juſtice appeared in the behalf of ſinners. © And 


(1) Deut. xxxi. 8. 
ES he 


You know we have many miniſters, 
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he put a mitre on his head (1).”—This mitre was 


ornamental. The beſt ornament for a miniſter is a 
head ſtored with inſtructions from God (2).— 
That miniſter, who cordially embraces Chriſt, our 


wiſdom, in his affections, and extols him with his 


tongue, ſhall never know the want of an ornament 
of grace to his head (3). * Even upon his fore- 
front did he put the golden plate.” Saving, puri- 


fying, and tried faith, which is more precious than 
gold which periſheth, will caſe over our foreheads 
with divine fortitude againit every oppoſition ; even 


as the adament is harder than a flint, fo doth God 
make his ſervant's foreheads againſt the foreheads 


of the wicked; without this plate we ſhall be awed 
by the fear of man (4). 


Type Holy Crawn.”—A crown is an head or- 


nament of ſtate worn by ſovereign princes. Chriſt 
| hath made us kings and prieſts unto God (5); and 
as kings we muſt reign over the fleſh, and keep it 


in ſubjection; leſt, after we have preached reign- 
ing grace to others, ſin reign over us (6). It is 
requiſite alſo that devils ſhould be ſubject to us, 


through Chriſt's name (7). It muſt be foul- 


diſtreſſing work, to preach. ſalvation from the 


tyranny of Satan, while the preacher is led captive. 


by him at his will ; but we have ſome ſuch living 


contradictions. If Satan reign in us, we mult not 


(1) Lev. viii. 9. FF 
(3) Prov. iv. 8, 9. (4) Ezek. ili. 9. 

(6) Rev. k 6. | (6) 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
(5) Luke x15 © ©: . 
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pretend to pull this cockatrice. out of his den; if 
we put our hand there, he will aſk us that old, 
taunting, inſolent queſtion, though' coupled with 
an honeſt confeflion, © Jeſus I know, but who are 
you (1)? That ſoul mult be weaned from the love 


of ſin, and refreſhed with the breaſts of divine con- i 


ſolation, that plays on the hole of the aſp (2).— 
A preacher, who reigns over the world by faith, 


can with comfort preach that faith which over- 


cometh it: this world is like fire and water, ex- 


cellent ſubjects, but terrible ſovereigns. If the 
Lord crown my ſon with loving kindneſs and tender 
mercy, he will be able to preach ſovereign mercy 


to others; and the love of Chriſt will e him 


to it (3); and the ſeal of God communicated 1 
| ſouls by our preaching faith, | is a crown put on our 


labours, and a ſoul-ſatisfying proof of our being 


minifſters of the Spirit (4); and we may call ſuch 


ſealed ſouls our joy and crown in the Lord (5). 
« And Moſes took the anoining oil (6). A type of 


the Holy Ghoſt ; which is the promiſe of the Fa- 


ther, received 59 Jeſus without meaſure, and ſhed 
abroad in a meaſure in every believing heart.— 
& And anointed the tabernacle, and all that was 
therein (7).—This anointing was typical of the 


oil of gladneſs, that firſt anointed Chriſt to his 


kingly and Wy office; and all believers who 


(1) Acts xix. 14, 7 | (2) Iſaiah xi. 8. 
(3) Pſalm eiii. 4. 2 Cor. v. 14. (4) 2 Cor. iii. 6. 

2603. Phil ii. LT (e) Lev. viii, 10. 
(7) Lev. viii. 10. f 


TopNews, p 
3 n 2 3 . 
Jh 


— * 5 2 9 ö 28 N N 2 8 — we 
3. 1 


; 2 IE Yd 2 te 
232322 ARES EL A TIRE ye EIIc bt Wn 
oy ' * - 


are 


. 


1 * n TIS - 3 r A 5 , 
a - <2 SITIO ALESIS ABLE <7, * F Weinen hos 4% + . 
} * 9 n IN 33 IO Re on Do A IRA ERIE N 3 n WWW 
. . , , . ꝑ , an EST IE NON 7 2 hn a 5 R 
. EE 8 Lk N N 28 J 20 if 50 Vat HERS 5988 7 3 N * Sat TON A DS, PART no Yo TS 
. 3 4 ESE RY CPC „ F e F FIR n PFW 
IPOS AS , Ro LES 4+ „%% n TTT ar” 5 r 8 c 
TJ ͤ c e ES EEE OC INT IE PLETE ES IP 
* N 5 t 2 3 7 : — 55 * n 82 Er r e 4 Vo RI es a Nl 
x by * « 28 Art ES 2 - 25 2 N — REL I 2 * 8 


N 


7 


MINISTERIAL QUALIFICATIONS. 67 


are in him, the true Temple of the God-head, or 
in which God dwells, are anointed with the fame 
oil; yea, every veſſel of mercy, from the bowls to 
the flaggons, to ſanctify them (1). 

% And he ſprinkled the altar ſeven times (2).— 
This altar was a type of the divinity of Chriſt, 
which ſanctified the humanity, and ſtamped infinite 
dignity on all he did; though he was born of a 


woman, and born under the law, yet he thought 
it no robbery to be equal with God the Father (3). 


The humanity being united to the God-head of 
Chriſt, made his obedience ſufficient to honour the 
law, and to be a divine and everlaſting righteouſ- 


"nels to juſtify us poor ſinners (4. It was through 


the eternal Spirit he offered himſelf to God; and 
his humanity being oftered on the altar of his 


divinity, his blood was ſufficient to appeaſe the 


wrath of God, and purge us from ſin (5). The 


altar was ſprinkled ſcven times with oil, to ſhew 
that the ſeven Spirits of God, or all the ſeven-fold 
gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, were upon Chriſt (6).— 


This bleſſed Jeſus was ſanctified and ſent into the 
world by God the Father, who anointed God the 
Son with God the Holy Ghoſt ; and by his own 


blood, Chriſt ſanctified himſelf; and that for our 


fakes, that we might be ſanctified through the 
ruth: and we muſt, as miniſters, ſanctify this 


Lord God of Hoſts in our hearts, and let him be 


(1) Zech, xiv. 20, 21, N 2) Lev. viii. 11. 
(3) Phil. ii. 6. (4) Pan, i. „ , 
(5) Heb. ix. 14. (6) Rev. 1. 14. Iſaiah xi. 2. 
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our fear, and let him be our dread (i). We are 


ſaid to ſanctify him, when we preach him as the 


Holy One of Iſrael, by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
judge him holy in all his ways (2). We are ſaid 


to juſtify him, when we preach him as the only 
righteouſneſs of every true believer, and judge 
him righteous in all his ſovereign acts of mercy and 
judgment (3). And we are ſaid to glorify him by 
the Spirit, when we worſhip him, acknowledge our- 
ſelves indebted to his grace and providence for all 
that we have and are; as alſo when we fear 
him as a ſovereign, honour him as the everlaſting 


Father, and love him as a friend ; and give all 
the glory of our ſalvation to him. 


« And he poured the anointing oil upon his 
head (4). Before the apoſtles were to go forth to 
teach all nations, they were to be endued with power 


from on high; they were to wait tor the promiſe 


of the Father; and on the day of Pentecoſt our 
divine mediator poured that facred unction on 
them all. We have received an unction, fſays 
John. Now, he that hath anointed us is God,“ 
fays Paul (5); and has the Lord anointed thee, 


my Son? Thou mayeſt burn with a falle zeal, 


and ſhine with a falſe light, but wilt never burn 


with love to Chriſt, until this oil burn in thee. 


Begin not to build till thou haſt got materials 


from heaven; all daubers with untempered mor- 


tar, however high imagination may carry the 


(i) Tfaiah viii. 13. (0) e e 1; 
-(3) Mat. zi. 19, (4) Lev. viii. 12. 
(5) 2 Cor. i. 21. „5 
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building, will ſurely kei it ridiculous, as the 
Babel-builders did, and cauſe many to mock, 


ſaying, „this man began to build, but had not 


wherewith to finiſh;” and the reaſon is, becauſe 
he began at his own expence (1). Thou mayeſt 
found an alarm from Sinai, and apparently alarm 
many by crying fire, and then trump them all 
to ſleep again, as Lot did his ſons. Up, up, 


get you out,” is not ſufficient ; Lot was led out by 


the arm of Omnipotence, and we muſt preach 
the arm of the Lord.” No man can preach | 
the law lawfully, till he is made a partaker of 
the Holy Ghoſt, The law is ſpiritual, and what 
does a carnal man know of a ſpiritual law? 1 
know it is common among Arminians to fay, 
on Up, and be doing; ariſe, and ſhake yourſelves 
from the duſt;“ as if they were the reſurrection 


and the life, and could command the dead. 


However, Peter went another way to work; he 
told ſinners, ſuch as he had he gave them ; he 
lent them his hand of faith, and told them Jef 
made them whole; he declared the faith of 


Jeſus gave them their ſoundneſs. To cry, Up, 


and be doing, to ſouls twice dead, is ſetting 
people to work without victuals or tools; and 
how ſuch will perform their taſk, every true 
believer knoweth, becauſe he hath tried his 
ſtrength, but never found the ſtrength of God's 
grace made perfect in him till he had ſpent his 
own ſtre ngth, and become nothing but weak. 


(1) Luke xiv, 28, 29, 30, 
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our fear, and let him be our dread (1). We are 


ſaid to ſanctify him, when we preach him as the 


Holy One of Iſrael, by the Holy Ghoſt, and 
Judge him holy in all his ways (2). We are ſaid 
to juſtify him, when we preach him as the only 


righteouſneſs of every true believer, and judge 


him righteous in all his ſovereign acts of mercy and 


judgment (3). And we are ſaid to glorify him by 
the Spirit, when we worſhip him, acknowledge our- 


ſelves indebted to his grace and providence for all 


that We have and are; as alſo when we fear 


him as a ſovereign, honour him as the. everlaſting 


Father, and love im as a friend; and give all 
the glory of our ſalvation to him. 


And he poured the anointing oil upon hit 
head (4). '” —Before the apoſtles were to go forth to 


teach all nations, they were to be endued with power 


from on high; they were to wait for the promiſe 


of the Father; and on the day of Pentecoſt our 
divine mediator poured that facred unction on 
them all. We have received an unction,” fays 


John. © Now, he that hath anointed us is God,“ 


ſays Paul (5); and has the Lord anointed thee, 
my Son? Thou mayeſt burn with a falle zeal, 


and ſhine with a falſe light, but wilt never burn 
with love to Chriſt, until this oil burn in thee. 
Begin not to build till thou haſt got materials 


from heaven; all daubers with untempered mor- 
tar, however high imagination may carry the 
(i) Ifaiah viii. 13. (2) Pfalm exlv. 17. 


13 Mat. xi. 19. (4) Lev. viii. 12, 
(5) 2 Cor. i. 21. | | 
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building, will ſurely leave it ridiculous, as the 
| Babel-builders did, and cauſe many to mock, 
ſaying, © this man began to build, but had not 
wherewith to finiſh ;** and the reaſon is, becauſe 
he began at his own expence (i). Thou mayeſt 
| found an alarm from Sinai, and apparently alarm 
many by crying fire, and then trump them all 
to ſleep again, as Lot did his ſons. Up, up, 
get you out,“ is not ſufficient; Lot was led out by 
the arm of Ommnipotence, and we mult preach 
„the arm of the Lord.” No man can preach 


the law lawfully, till he is made a partaker of 


the Holy Ghoſt, The law 1s ſpiritual, and what 
does a carnal man know of a ſpiritual law? 1 


know it is common among Arminians to fay, 


60 Up, and be doing; ; ariſe, and ſhake yourſelves 
from the duſt;” as if they were the reſurrection 
and the life, and could command the dead.— 


However, Peter went another way to work ; he 


told ſinners, ſuch as he had he gave them; he 
lent them his hand of faith, and told them Jeſus 
made them whole; he declared the faith of 
Jeſus gave them their ſoundneſs. To cry, Up, 
and be doing, to fouls twice dead, is ſetting 
people to work without victuals or tools; and 
how ſuch will perform their taſk, every true : 
believer knoweth, becauſe he hath tried his 
ſtrength, but never found the ſtrength of God's 


grace made perfect in him till he had ſpent his 


Own ſtrength, and become nothing but weak 


0 1 Luke xiv. 8, 29, 30. 
neſs. 


1 8 
Ar ee i ey 
Pe) 


A es FB) 
pony Vo * £ 
. 
y 
2 


am —˙˙— , gy a ret oye 2 

7 4 . * he py N 

8 & AL Te — — 
F A Say, 3 


1 5 2 2 —— n YR =: N "> — 
n 22 — N — + * 4 K — Ms r i = IG 
2 2 Xe P Sy N 2 — —ñ—ü— " — — _ 


. . 
21 
KY 
#1 
4 
4 
'N 
4 
1 


——— — . HR 
— 


e 7 4 
2 —— — 1 — - -- * _ 

21 * be — et — 
+ 8 > 


a >, I 
r 
N 


So — * —ͤ—ͤ—ũ—mq 


rr re Mo, tr rn - -- roar ron ltoog a : 2 2 8 W 
© * " . a 2 * - ood — 2 
r - a 2 { AER ATR pi Bc, nat ng ee r why: 22 — 
* * ma — - * 


— — 
of 8 


64 LETTERS ON 


neſs (1). Theſe gentlemen, when they get into 
Moſes? chair, are little better than Pharaoh's 
taſk-maſters—bind grievous burdens on others, 
but will not lend a finger to help them up with 
the load; and I know ſome of thoſe burden- 
bearers are ready to cry out with Cain, © it is too 
heavy for me to bear.“ If the Spirit of God 
doth not lead a man into truth, he muſt err; and 
every time an erroneous man ba a paſſage from 
God's book, he is guilty of a breach of God's 
command—* thou ſhalt not ſteal (2). „ Falſe 
preachers multiply curſes to themſelves; every ſuch 
preacher, who wilfully perverts any plain text 
of Scripture, or doctrine in it, to ſupport an error, 
is curſed for removing his neighbour's land mark; 
and he that makes not Chriſt the door of entrance, 
the way alſo, and the end, brings another curſe on 
his head, for cauſing the blind to go out of his way; 
and alltheſe curſes ſhall come on him whotakes away 
the plain meaning of God's word, (it grace prevent 
not) yea, all the plagues in the book (3). a: 
If my ſon be anointed with the unction of God 
the Holy Ghoſt, he will leave a ſweet favour of 
Chriſt behind him in every place; therefore be ye 
filled with the Spirit, and as the ſcripture hath ſaid, 
cout of thy belly ſhall flow rivers of living water.” 
All divinity got by ſtudy, and kept up by reading 
commentators, without the Spirit, 1s a well with- 
out water (4); but, if the. Spirit be in thee, he 


([) Dev, xxxii. 36. (2) Jerm. Il. 30. 
(3) Rev, xx. 19. V 
| | hall 
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ſhall be a well of water ſpringing up into eternal 
life. Thou mayeſt wade in theſe holy waters until 
thy ancle bones receive ſtrength ; then thou wilt be 
able to walk by faith: it makes the lame man leap 
as an hart (1). It will ſpring up until it comes to 
thy knees; then thou wilt not ſtagger at the 
_ promiſe through unbelief; for it ſtrengthens the 
weak hands, and confirms the feeble knees. llt 
will ſpring up to thy loins: when the loins of our 
mind are ſtrengthened by the Spirit's might, and 
we are renewed in the ſpirit of our minds by him, 
then Chriſt becomes our meditation day and night 
our minds are in heaven, and we are ſtrengthened 
to bear the croſs : —and it will ſpring up into 
eternity, and carry us into the fountain of living 
waters from whence it came; and there we may 
ſwim in the river of pleaſure but eternity is a 
river that we can never iwim over (2). And thus 
the Holy Ghoſt is called water, becauſe it purifies 
and refreſhes ; oil, becauſe it ſupples, heals, and 
burns; may God waſh and an noint my ſon more 
and more (3). 
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If this water be in | thee, then men of under- 
ſtanding will draw it out (4). If thy heart be 
eſtabliſhed with grace, thou wilt be a good ſteward 

ol the manifold grace of God (5). If this anoint- 
ing be upon thee, thou wilt anoint others in the 


name of the Lord (6). If the quickening word 


(1) Iſaiah xxxv. 6, 7. 
(3) Ezek. xvi. 9. 
(5) 1 Peter iv. 10, 


(2) Ezek. xlvii, 1—6, 
N (4) Prov. xviii. 4,--xx. 5,7 
(6) James v. 14. 
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and Spirit reſt on thy ſoul, thou wilt hold forth to 
others the word of life (1). If thou art ſatisfied 


with the breaſts of conſolation, thou wilt be a 


ſon of conſolation, and comfort others with 
that comfort with which thou art comforted of 
God (2). If the Holy Ghoſt hath made thee free, 


thou mayeſt preach liberty to others, without being 
aſervant of corruption (3). A man muſt be born 
again, before he can be a miniſter of the Spirit; he 
muſt have the hidden treaſure in his earthen veſſel, 
before he can bring good treaſure ' out of the 
heart (4); he muſt feel the motions of the Spirit, 
before he can be ſaid to ſpeak as he is moved by the 
Holy Ghoſt (5); he muſt be a partaker of the fruits, 
before he can be a keeper of the vineyard (6) :;— 


mind what I ſay, and the Lord give thee underſtand- 


ing in all things. 
Pardon my honeſt dealing with cher ; it is an 


aweful thing to be an inſtrument without ſpiritual 


life, giving uncertain found (7). A lamp with- 


out oil is the law of Moſes ; and this, attended with 


a blind zeal and a phariſaic pride, makes a falſe 


preacher, like him who is transformed into 
an angel of light (8). A falſe dauber, without 


_ eſtabliſhing cementing grace, will ſink the deepeſt 


under the greaſteſt of ruins (9). A myſtical cloud, 


without rain, only: obſcures the Sun of Righteoul- 


<1) Phil. 11. 16. (2) 2 Cor. i. 4 
(3) 2 Peter ii. 18, 19. (4) Matt. xi1, 35. 
(x). 2 Peter i. 21; VC 
(7) 1 Cor. xiv, 8. 
(9) Luke vi. 49, 


(8) 2 Cor, xi. 14, 15. 
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neſs (1). A well without water only aggravates 


the ſoul's thirſt (2). Believe me, there is a falſe 
_ zeal (3), a falſe gift (4), a falſe light (5), a falſe 


ſpirit (6), a falſe miniſter (7), a falſe flock of pro- 


feſſors (8), a falſe Chriſt (9), and a falſe God (10). 


Let not what I have ſaid difcourage my fon : no; 
[ have complied with thy requeſt as far as I have 
gone; I wrote it juſt as it came flowing on my 


mind ; 1t may ſhake thy confidence, but thou wilt 


only root the deeper : I know Chriſt will heal thine 
ear again, if I have cut it. The ſword of the Spirit 


never gives a mortal or a deadly wound to a living 


foul. 


Thou mayeſt perhaps ſee in theſe letters, as in a 


glaſs, many falſe preachers, when I am dead and 


gone; but I am perſuaded better things of you, 


though I thus write; and things that accompany ſal- 


vation. I have never been permitted from the 
firſt to entertain a ſingle doubt of thy intereſt in 


Chriſt Jeſus; I am exceeding glad to think God 


has given me a hope of ſeeing two of my own ſons 


in the faith appearing in the vineyard of Chriſt, 
before I go hence and be no more ſeen. O! tread 
in the ſteps of thy father, my ſon ; go forth in a 


| plain unaffected Way. It has vexed my very 
foul when I have ſeen poor men, of low rank, in 


(1) Jude v, 12, X (2) 2 Peter ii. 17. 


T2} ROW X-2. (4) Prov. xv. 14. 


(5) Luke xi. 35. (6) Micah ii. 11. 
(7) 2 Cor, X1 13. | (8) 2 Cor. xi. 26. | 
(9) Matt, xxiv. 24. | (0) 2 Theſſ. ii. 4. 
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| Powdered hair, filk breeches, popiſh robes, long 
bands, cramp words, affected actions, wanton 


eyes, and borrowed matter attended by a 
company of light, frothy, delt profeſſors, as 
void of humbling grace as the devil is of hope.— 
It is ſuch who creep into houſes, and lead captive 


filly women; led away with divers luſts and plea- 
ſures; ever learning, but never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth (1 1). 


I defire thee to go once a-week to thoſe poor 


ſouls at G. and I will pay thee for thy time when I 
come down; deny not this my requeſt, and look 
for no inſtruction to be effectual but the teaching of 


the Holy Ghoſt (2). Goſpel miniſters, fitted by 


carnal inventions, are juſt as uſeful as the prophet's 


| ſons we read of (3); fifty of whom had got ſtrength 


enough at the ſchools to catch the prophet Elijah, 


if the Holy Ghoſt ſhould let him flip, or the flam- 
ing equipage break down on the airy road. Surely 
a chariot paved with everlaſting love, covered with 
atoning blood, axle-treed with Omnipotence, and 
conveyed on the wheels of eternal election, is 
ſtrong enough to carry a ſoul to Abraham's boſom, 


without the pliable ſpring of an arm of fleſh. — 


Eliſha the poor ploughman, who was but a few 


days old in grace, bluſhed at their carnal offer (4); 
and if he were here, we ſhould make him bluſh 
again, for we have many ſtrong men. Some are 


for ſteadying the ark with pharifaical conformity, 


(1) Tim. fi. 6. (2) 1 Cor. ti, 13. 
(3) 2 Kings ji. 16, (4) 2 Kings ii. 17. 
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left the rough paths of tribulation ſhake it too 


much ; and others are holding out the arm of free- 
will, as if it were omnipotent, to catch at thoſe, 


who, by riding too high in the chariot of uncon- 
ditional and eternal ſalvation, are in danger of 


getting overthrown : Howbelt: no ſuch paſſengers 


have ever yet been beholden to any of theſe proud 
| helpers (1); and I am ſure they never will. 


And now may the ever-bleſſed Spirit of all holy 
unity unite our ſouls to Chriſt, and to each other ; 
that he may be to us as the precious ointment on 


the head, even on Aaron's head, which ran down 


to his beard, and went even to the ſkirts of his 


cloathing, as the bleſſed dew of Hermon, which 


fell on the choſen mountain of Zion; where God 


commanded the beſt of bleſſings, even the Spirit of 


life for evermore (2). Amen, and amen, ſays thy 


affectionate father in che unalterable bond of ever- 


laſting love. 


W. HI. 


(1) Job I; F2; („ Plalm exxxii. 
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LETTER VII. 
Wincheſter Row, 


Dear Brother in Chriſt, 


OU R's I received, and am glad the fan has 

been among you; the floor is now purged, 
and the hypocrites are gone. Let them go ;—he 
that has the moſt chaff, has got the worſt heap, 
That man who ſweeps God's houſe, and runs away 
with the uncircumciſed and the unclean, gives 
great room to ſuſpect that he is a miniſter after 
the order of Satan; becauſe God uſes him as a 


fan, and his errors as a wind, to purge his floor, 


and blow away the chaff. If Godis with thee, they 


that are of God will hear thee; but they that are 


of the world, will hear no doctrines but the com- 
mandments of men, If your flock is pure, they 


will know the ſhepherd's voice; and the purer 


the doctrine is, the better they will feed upon it.— 
There is no ſuch thing as keeping a herd of hypo- 
crites together, without dealing deceitfully in God's 
covenant; they muſt have ſmooth things prophe- 


fied to them: Prophecy deceits,” was the com- 


mand of their forefathers, and e approve 
their 


. 
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their ſayings, and love to have it ſo (1). There- 


fore, that preacher who feeds them, muſt do it at 


the peril of his ſoul ; for a falſe witneſs, that 
ſpeaketh lies, is one a the abominations that God 
hates (2). 

I am ſorry to find you nettled, becauſe the giddy 
youth, at the head of a party, triumphs in your 


affliction ; you muſt commit him, by prayer, to 


the mercy of that God who has promiſed, he 7hat 


is glad at calamities ſhall not go unpuniſhed (3). A 


man in ſearch after his own glory, or any other 
branch of ſelf-ſecking, who wants to raiſe a party 


by a falſe zeal and bigotted ſpirit ; who will, in 


behalf of any non-eſſential point, divide and ſcatter 
a flock, and break the bond of peace, and the 


more perfect bond of goſpel love, which binds all 


the body myſtical to the head, and to each other ; 
(notwithſtanding all his talk about goſpel order) is 
the author of confuſion, and appears the oppoſer of 
him who is the author of peace. He that ee 
not with me, ſcattereth. 

1 have narrowly watched the hand of God that 


has viſibly gone out againſt ſeveral, who ran away 
at the head of a party; and ſoon ſaw many of 


thoſe, who firſt cried out Hoſannah to their leader, 
appeared the firſt alſo who cried away with him.— 
But be ſure of this, that as he meaſures to others, 


fo ſhall it be meaſured to him; and as he gave 


the firſt offence, he ſhall have the greateſt meaſure 
(1) Jer. v. 31. | (2) Prov. vi. 19, 


(3) Prov, xvii. 5. 
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of contempt ;—let him reproach, it ſhall return 
upon his own head; prefled down, ſhaken together, 


and running over, ſhall men meaſure to him :— 

for the Lord God of recompences ſhall ſurely re- 
quite. I have watched the hand of God in this 
matter, and ſeen it in the moſt minute circum- 


ſtances ; yea in more than a thouſand inſtances. If 


Jacob vi appear to be Eſau, Leah ſhall appear to 
be Rachel; and if he takes the advantage of his 
father's blindneſs, the ſore- eyed wife ſhall deceive 
him in the dark. But you will ſay that Jacob had 
a right to the bleſſing; true: but Jacob had no 
command from God to tell hes to get it. It was a 
rod from God upon Iſaac, to permit him to be de- 
ccived by Jacob, becauſe he was partial to Eſau.— 
David lay with Uriah's wife in ſecret ; and Abſa- 
lom ſhall lay with his wives upon the ba e in II 
the open face of the ſun. David cut off the life of 
Uriah, and Joab ſhall cut off Abſalom, David's 
favourite ; and though the father gives a charge 
concerning the young man, yet a living gallows 
| ſhall receive him; and his fine head of hair, too 


much admired, ſhall ſerve inſtead of a halter to 
Mercy ſhall be ſure to 


hang him in the oak. 
David's ſoul, and the rod as ſure to David's fin. I 
will chaſtiſe them with the rod of men. Whoſoever 
he be that appears a rod to others, is ſure to make 
one for himſelf; 


next. To pray for ſuch, is the way to get an 
anſwer in our Own n boſom, and to heap coals on 


their 


Ts. 


and if God does not pay him 
double in this world, he will pay him triple in the 
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their head; therefore pray for him in private, and 
withſtand him in public, for his way is perverſe 


before the Lord. But be ſure never to rejoice 


when evil finds him, nor ſuffer thy lips to lin, by 


wiſhing a curſe to his ſoul (1). 


Thou muſt never expect to ſtand on the tongue 
of hypocrites, nor take a falſe flight on the wings 
of fame; if we receive the witneſs of men, the 


witneſs of God is greater. That matter we get 


from God, in anſwer to the humble prayer of faith, 
put up under a ſenſe of our ignorance, and mability 


for the important work, we may, (if ſcripture bear 
us out) venture to deliver : God will never give 
us a ſtone for bread, a ſerpent for a fiſh, nor a 
ſcorpion for an egg. If a man lack wiſdom, let 


him aſk it of God, who giveth liberally and up- 
braideth not. The matter I obtain this way I am 
bold to preach, though it differ from the judgment 
of commentators. Paul owns he knew but in part, 
and prophecied in part; and thoſe who have under- 
taken to explain the whole Bible were not infal- 
lible; nor did wiſdom die with them (2). Give 
heed to the more ſure word of prophecy, until the 


day- ſtar ariſe in your heart, and then follow that; 
it will lead you to every myſtery where the Saviour 
lays; and when you have found him, hold him forth 


to poor ſinners, without money, and without price, 
as a good ſteward of the manifold grace of God, 
which is treaſured up in Chriſt Jeſus. 


(7) Job xxxi. 30, (2) Job Alle 2. 
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A ſermon borrowed from commentators, is but 
a dry breaſt; it is neither wet with dew, nor warm 
With love. All that a man learns by rote, is too 
weak to hold his ſoul in a ſtorm; but one ſingle 
promiſe, brought home with power to the ſoul by 
the Holy Ghoſt, fixes the heart for ever. If you 
know the pardon of your ſin, the liberty of God's 
Spirit, and enjoy union and communion with 
Chriſt, you are wiſe to ſalvation, though you never 
read any book but the Bible; and he that is 
a ſtranger to heart-work, is but a novice, though 
his head be ſtored with ten thouſand comments.—_— | 
Grace be with thee = 
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LET TER Vi 


Wincheſter-Row. 


| 


Dear Brother in Chriſt, 


and approve much of thy proceedings. It was 


the holy reſolution of the apoſtle Paul, not to build 
on another man's foundation, or rejoice, (as ſome 
in our days do) in another man's line of things, 

made ready to their hands. Paul's holy ambition 
led him to ſtrive to preach where Chriſt Jeſus had 
not been named, that he might ſee the Spirit com- 
municated, and truth eſtabliſhed by his own in- 


ſtrumentality. He was for plowing as well as ſow- 


ing; and as a wiſe maſter builder, he was fond 


of laying the foundation ; and others were as fond 
of building hay, ſtraw, and ſtubble thereon ; but 
that work was done at their peril. 
being a father, than a nurſe ; Paul lays, though ye 


have ten thouſand inſtructors in Chriſt, yet have ye 
not many fathers ; T have begotten you (1). 


I have obſerved ſome who are very fond of 


breaking through all bounds, into another man's 


(1) 1 Cor. iv. 16, 


labours; 
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labours; and with a party ſpirit, and a fiery zeal, 


will draw a wonderful train after them, both bad 


and good; and if they can chain them up in a bi- 
gotted ſpirit, and get them to hate the poor paſtor 


that at firſt begat them, then they ſay, we have 


eſtabliſhed a church. This Paul calls zealoufly af- 
fecting them, but not well (1); and it the father of 
this runaway flock exclaims againſt thoſe thieviſh 
meaſures, as Paul did, (when he called them de- 


ceitful workers) then theſe ſcattering gentlemen call 


it—being perſecuted for righteouſneſs fake. How- 
ever, Peter is of another way of thinking; he calls it, 

being buffetted for their faults; and tells them to 
take it patiently; hinting thereby, that they juſtly 
deſerve it. I have often thought, that if ſuch 


| miniſters were to go into a barren ſoil, and culti- 


vate their own land, they would cut a very poor 
figure in the miniſtry. However, they rather chuſe 
to get amongſt a ſimple flock with warm hearts, 


as they think ſuch are eaſily deceived by a falſe 
zeal; and he that is ſo fond of warming his hands 


at another man's fire, gives one room to ſuſpect he 


is one of Solomon's /luggards, who will not plough 
therefore he 
ſhall beg in harve/t, and have nothing nothing but 


up a barren ſoil, by reaſon of the cold, 


other men's labours to boaſt of. I have watched 


| ſome poor ſimple ſouls, who have been thus led 


away; and all their work appeared to be con- 


demning thoſe as diſorderly who were more 


os than cthemſelves; ; boaſting of their order, 


(1) Gal. iv. 17. 
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prejudiced againſt others, bitter againſt thoſe who 
ſtood faſt in liberty, and enjoyed the love of Chriſt; 
yea, ſome whom God hath called by me, who 


were as dear to me as my own life, I have beheld 
with many tears, being grieved to ſee the Saviour's | 
bleſſed image ſo delaced on them; indeed they 


ſeemed to have no more features than an oyſter.— 


This taught me to underſtand Paul's meaning by 


the following paſſage : —“ But I fear leſt by any 


means,” (a any; means) © as the ſerpent be- 
guiled Eve through his fubtilty, ſo your minds 


ſhould be corrupted from the ſimplicity that is in 
Chriſt (1).” Indeed poor fouls, thus Jed into pre- 
jucice, {tripped of ſimplicity, taught the art of 


ſcorning, and prohibited hearing and communing 
With the warm-hearted found miniſters of Chriſt, 
are as much prieit-ridden, as a deluded Papiſt 


going pilgrimage, or walking bare-footed, doing 
penance. Chriſt's yoke is eaſy, and his burden 
light ; but all other yokes are made of iron :— 


however, the yoke of prieſt-craft, as well as 
others, will be de/royed by ſuch as enjoy God's 


anointing (2). If God's grace reign and rule in 


the heart, there will be good order in the aflections, 


and ſuch cannot walk diforde 2rly before men; but 


if the heart be not changed by grace, let deni ap- 
pear in as much order as they will, or talk ever ſo 
much about it, they are but refined e at beſt; 

and ſuch are ſaid to dwell nigher the gates of hell 

than cither publicans or harlots. 


{1)- 2 Cor. xi. 3. | (2) Iſa. x. 27. 
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As to their doubting of your being ſent of God, 
it is nothing; if God has ſent thee, he will bleſs 
thee ; and let his hand be known toward thee, and 
his indignation toward them that hate thee for his 


fake. Diſſenting churches have ſent out many 


into God's vineyard, whom God never owned, but 
hath diſcovered them, and ſent them back into 
the world again from whence they came. The 


apoſtles themſelves caſt lots to chuſe a miniſter in 


the place of Judas, and the lot fell on Matthias, 


and he was numbered with the eleyen apoſtles.— 


But the Saviour's lot fell on Saul of Tarſus; and 


he, into whoſe lap the Lord's lot fell, muſt be one 


of the chiefeſt apoſtles. This was the Lord's doing, 
and it was marvellous in the eyes of many. Hence 
he ſays, I was born out of due time. 


If God gives you clearly to ſee your intereſt in 
the everlaſting covenant, and gives you a door of 


utterance to ſpeak ſoundly and boldly, and goes be- 
fore you in providence to open a door for you, 
ſends many ſinners to hear you, and opens their 
heart to receive the glad tidings, and you can ſee 
ſinners renewed in mind, and reformed in life by 
your miniſtry, theſe are full proofs of your being 
ſent of God; and you may ſay, as Paul did, Iam 


a preacher not of man, nor by man. I have choſen 


you, and ordained you, ſays the Saviour; and as 
a free agent, he often ſhews his abſolute preroga- 
tive now-a-days, in the ſame way but ſuch as God 
ſends are often ſtigmatized with the name of irre- 


gulars, as if the God of all order dealt in nothing 


but 
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but irregularities. However, it is better to be a 


miniſter of the Spirit under that name, than to be 
a regular miniſter—deſtitute of grace and divine 
commiſſion. Do nothing without conſulting 


Chriſt ; wear no yoke but his; have no maſter but 


him; covet earneſtly his approbation, rejoice in 
no teſtimony but his, watch his hand all the day 
long; if God appears on thy fide, thou haſt no 
cauſe to fear; what can fleſh and blood do unto 
thee? Stand faſt in Chriſt Jeſus, and you will be 


as an iron pillar, and a brazen wall; but if you 


are looking for man's teſtimony only, you will be 
nothing but a reed ſhaken with the wind. I can 


truly ſympathize with you; for I have had enough 
of this falſe fire caſt amongſt my ſheaves, which I 
ſowed in tears, and reaped in joy (1). But this 
be fure of, that all thoſe perſons who communicate 
a narrow contracted ſpirit to a flock, or fix preju- 
dice on the minds of ſimple ſouls, who divide the 
affections of a ſociety, and ſcatter diſcord among 
them, are ſeedſmen of Satan ; for God hates that 
man, and holds him in baoination; that ſoweth 


diſcord among brethren (2. If you watch thoſe 
dividers and {catterers, you will ſee their joy coun- 


terfeited, their love feigned, their matter borrow- 


ed, and their way in God's fold to be by hypocriſy, 


craftineſs, and the cunning art of the devil. It is 
not coming in by the door, but climing up, like a 
thief or robber. If God giveth thee a diſcerning . 

eye, thou will fee a fallen countenance (which is a 


(1) PL. CXXVI, 4 . = (2) Prov. vi. 19. 


certain 
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certain indication of a guilty conſcience) through 
all the maſque of their feigned love; but if you 


ſtand faſt in Chriſt Jeſus, your face will ſhine, and 


God will appear the health of your counte- 
nance (1); and that with the power which attends 


the word, will eſtabliſh you as a numiſter of Chriſt 
in the conſciences of thoſe diſcerning Chriſtians 


who hear you (2). The light troop that followeth 


him ſhews what ſpirit the leader is of. It has 
been a grief to my very ſoul when I have ſeen 
a perſon, whom I had great reaſon to believe 
was a hypocrite, fond of me; alas, ſaid I, ſurely _ 


I am of the world; for this worldling loves me! 
but ſoon God bas turned his heart to hate me, 


and to deal ſubtilly with my ſoul. I bleſs God 
for the world's hatred, and I bleſs God for a 


ſaint's love. Be not aſtoniſhed at his gifts; 


muſician can play at any time, if he has the. 
uſe of his hands; and a miniſter, with a gift 
only, is compared to an inſtrument without 
life, giving ſound: he can play when he 
pleaſes, if he has but the uſe of his tongue. 


However, Paul knew what it was to want a 


door of utterance ; yea, and what it was to 


go bound in the ſpirit; and Ezekiel knew 


| what it was to be dumb before a whole audience, 


and what it was to have his mouth open to 


him that eſcaped ; and if this man is never 
burthened with the croſs, if never bound in 


(1) Pſalm. xlii. 11, (2) 2 Cor. iv. 2. 


ſpirit, 
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MINISTERIAL QUALIFICATIONS. 8r | 
ſpirit, if never on the mount, if always alike, hog | 
he has no changes: therefore he fears not God; 3 
he only ſtands in the teſtimony of men, feeds bl 
on human applauſe, and is furniſhed for the I 


pulpit by commentators. I have nothing to ſay 
againſt the ſound writings of good men, but 
you muſt get your divinity from Chriſt, as 
| thoſe good men did; or elſe you muſt confeſs 
at laſt, with the prophet's ſon, Alas, maſter, it 


was borrowed ! I have heard ſome preach ſound kl 
diſcourſes, which I have admired ; and when I have — 
been in converſation with them, it appeared plain 1 
that they never had experienced any thing they 558 | 
ſaid : the kingdom of God is not in word but in 1 
power. Leave off that way of gadding from — i 


houſe to houſe; you will get as dry as a ſtick; be 
in prayer and in ſtudy day and night: he ſavors 
moſt of Chriſt in the pulpit who lives the neareſt 
to him in private. If the love of the Father, the 
grace of the Saviour, and the teſtimony of the 
Spirit be in you, you will be ſound in the Trinity, 
without puzzling your head with ſchool notions, 
| ſome of which are not ſound : If you err in the 
fountain, every ſtream will run corrupt. What 
God reveals in his word, ſtand in; and where 
God has fixed you, there ſtand faſt, and give 
place to none; and fee that you do not diſgrace 
in life, what you recommend in word; and 
when you ſee ſheep-ſtealers, [for erroneous men 
are called wolves in ſheep's cloathing ], breaking 
over God's hedges, do not act the part of a 
. dumb 
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dumb dog (1 1), but bark, and bite too; for God 


makes us ſharp-threſhing rue, having 


teeth (2): as flails, we muſt keep beating; and as 
we have teeth, we muſt uſe them; but only with 
the wolves and the foxes, who come to ſteal the 


lambs. Grace be with thee. 


Ever thine, 


| W. H. 


(2) Ila. Ii. 1. (1) 11. li. 75. 
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LETTER ce 


NEWCASTLE UPON TVNE. 
| Dear Sir, 


" RECEIVED your's, and am glad to 
hear of the mercy of God revealed in you, 


through Chriſt Jeſus. For my part, I wiſh there 


were more Preachers of Jeſus than there are. 


And as God has given you the knowledge of ſalva- 


tion by the poo: of your fins, you are far be- 


vond one half of the preachers that are ſent out 
in our days, who { ſeem to be entire ſtrangers to it; 


therefore very improper perſons to ſympathize 


with burdened ſinners, deſcribe the pardon of fin, 


with the peace that attends it, or enforce it 


either with conſiſtency or authority. Such are 
miniſters ſent of men; and where God ſends one, 
theſe ſend a dozen. If a man be pardoned, like 
Iſaiah, he can preach forgiveneſs. The pardoned 
ſinner has received the atonement; God has revealed 
His fon in him; and if a door be opened in a way 


of providence, he may bear his name among the 
Gentiles ; and let him watch the hand of God, to fee 
F 2 11 


* . 
* — New tr SH — — 1 * ee 
3 


— wm_gs — — 
— ee. ti A ct : = I 
0 hat — 
- 
: 


„ LETETERD ON 


if he makes known the ſavour of his name in any 
place by his inſtrumentality. Pardon is always 
attended with peace; they go together. If the Sa- 
viour ſays, Son, thy fins are forgiven thee—he 
adds, Go in peace ; and what is a miniſter of Jeſus, 
but an Ambaſſador of Peace? Where the Lord ap- 
plies a pardon, he reveals an everlaſting righteouſ- 

_ neſs :—pardon and juſtification always attend each 
bother; and the preacher that is a juſtified man, like 
Noah, like him he is a Preacher of Righteouſneſs. 
Pardon is followed with the comforts of the Holy 
Gbaſt, which you ſeem to have the experience of: 


and if you endeavour 20 con Vert others with the ſame 


comfort with which you are comforted of God, you 
are a minifler of the Spirit, not of the letter. With 

reſpect to the approbation or diſapprobation of 
men, it is not always to be depended upon. The 
omniſcient God has reſerved infallibility to him- 
himſelf; to him you muſt ſtand or fall. Sudy 10 
ſhew yourſelf approved of God, —It is his teſtimony 
and approbation that muſt both fortity you and 


fix you. Churches have ſent out hundreds that 
God never ſent, nor owned. But a man pardoned 


and juſtified of God, is a true witneſs for God, 
whether men approve or «diſapprove. It is not 
enough to be cholen and approved of by a church; 
a man muſt make his own calling and election ſure 
to ſalvation, and to the miniſtry : and it is God's 
choice and approbation of the man, that ſhall eſta- 
bliſh him, and keep him ſtanding, when his friends 


may change their voice, and cry, Away with him. 


The 
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The majority of a church often look more at gifts 

than grace; and ipeak as they are affected, or dif- 
affected to the perſon, without having reſpect to 
his acquaintance with the power of godlineſs; which 
alone can quality a man 7o preach the kingdom of 
God,; which is not in word, but in power, in righte- 
ouſneſs, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, The 
minority part of a church have often the moſt of 
Chriſt, and are the moſt diſcerning and experi- 
mental members; yet are frequently {tiled troublers 
and oppoſers of the majority. Therefore I adviſe 
thee to commit thy way to the Lord, and thy thoughts = 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed. God is infinitely wife, and 
gives wiſdom to thoſe that alk; nor is there wy f 
| Pry with him. 5 

If the diſcerning Chriſtians among you can find 
no fault of your experience or doctrine, God has 
made you manifeſt in their conſcience. Let them, 
therefore, neither puff thee up, nor drive thee back. 
I know not what Chriſtians you have got about 
Newcaſtle, with reſpect to diſcernment ; but we have 
Aying troops of profeſſors in London, conſiſting of 
ſome thoufands ; who look no farther than J here, 
or lo there; and as ſoon as this Jo is heard, they are 
all waved and moved. as the trees of the wood are 
moved (1), with every wind of doctrine. 

Trying them that ſay hey are apoſtles, and proving 
them liars if they are not, is much out of faſhion in 
our days. Infomuch, that mimics, apes, and mere 
impoſtors are often cried up in public pulpits, as 
wonders from the Lord of H Holts, If a man will but 


(1) Iſaiah vii. 2. 
aſſume 


86 LETTERS ON 


aſſume the robe, read the prayers, cry up human 
learning, call experimental chriſtians enthuſiaſts, 


and the doctrines of the goſpel Antinomianiſm— 


he is the man, and is as ſure of a pulpit, and of 
an audience, as the Pope himſelf would be. Not 
long ſince one of this ſtamp, who was minded to 
have a ſtroke at a certain coal-heaver—* There are 


ſome who fay, God has no need of human learn- 


33 


ing ;? and I anſwer, (ad the mimic) God has no 


need of their ignorance.” —But as God hath choſen 
the fooliſh things of this world to confound ſuch wiſe 
men as he, and bring their wiſdom to nothing, he 


certainly has need of thoſe fooliſh things, in order 


to do it. If God reveals Zion's King, coming on an aſs 


to Jeruſalem, the Saviour hath need of that aſs, for 


that purpoſe. But he ſtands in no need of liars to 


preach his truth, nor of hypocrites to handle his 


_ covenant ; nor of that wiſdom that is from beneath, 
to preach his wiſdom in a myſtery. Theſe are ſaid to 


run unſent of him ; it is the devil that gives them 
their authority, and none but his children would 
receive it at ſuch hands. Hence God calls them 
miniſters of ſatan, (1). 


whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, for wherein is 


he to be accounted of; rie Je not in a friend, 


put no confidence in a guide. It is good for thee 10 
draw near to God. The cloſer thou live to him 
in private, the more ſavory wilt thou be in 
public ;—he that walks with God, knows much 
of his ſecrets; and will find the Lord ſtand 
with him, and ſtrenghthen him in times of trouble. 
But, if private communion be neglected, if things 


(17 3 Cor, zi. ths 1. | 
_—_ Es get 


Ceaſe ye from man, 
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get out of courle between God and you, you may 


prate away in a pulpit, but you will be as dewleſs, 
lifeleſs, and as unſavory, as a lecturer upon 
The power of religion is all of the 
Lord ; and thy faith muſt have to do with him, 


if thou get virtue out of him: : it is ſweet 
preaching, when we are favoured with times of 


refreſhing from the preſence of the Lord. You will 


make your call to the work clear, by the ſucceſs that 
attends it, and by the trials that you will meet with. 


When you meet with OPPORTIONS on every hand, 
temptations to leave the work 
in ſpirit, every thought de, the Bible ſealed, 
unbelief prevalent, aſhamed of Chriſt and the 


croſs, wiſhing you had never meddled with the 
miniſtry, determined never more to intefere, 
if God will but pardon your preſumption, then 
twill be known who ſent you. When a man 
goes forward in ſuch a ſtorm as this, 'tis plain 


a divine power holds him up, and leads him 


on: he does not preach to pleaſe himſelf, nor 
to gain applauſe ; for the more he labours, the 
more he is tried: this is the Lord's in/tru&ting 
a man with a ſtrong hand : and it ſerves to give 
him a deep fight into his own heart, and the 
hearts of others; it weans him from an arm of 
fleſh, hides pride from his eyes, and makes him 
ſick of applauie; he ſhuns company, and loves 


privacy, eſteeming his loanly hours the beſt, where 
he can wait upon his God, and make his com- 
When trials come pon preachcrs, 


, darkneſs, bound up 


becauſe 
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becauſe of the 1 ord, many are ended. and in time 


of temptation, fall away, becauſe they have no root 


in themſelves : they were not rooted in Chriſt, or 


united to him by the Spirit of love in themſelves ; 
they ſtood and were upheld by the approbation and 
applauſe of men ; and being carried on by their 


applauſe inſtead of the Spirit's teſtimony, they 
find neither defence nor ſupport in times of 
trouble; and therefore muſt fall. 


If the Devil, 


worldlings, and hypocrites ſerve thee as they 


have ſerved me, ever ſince I have been in the 
miniſtry, thou mayeſt with thou never waſt born; 


but thou wilt find but little to lift thee up. A 


few of theſe trials will be ſufficient to make 
manifeſt whether God hath ſent thee, or whether 
thou haſt run of thine own head. When I came 
firſt to London, I had great numbers of theſe 
human props, who would drag me through fire 
and water, which was no ſmall mortification and 
grief to me. I always walked ſafeſt, when I had 
no hand to watch, no hand to feel for, nor to 


lean on, but that of God: I liked belt to follow 


him, and move as he led the way ; then I knew 
that I walked ſurely ; but thoſe that have no eye 
there, will be like e ſons of Zeruiah, too hard 
at leaſt I found it fo. 
However, when God led me to cut at the form 
of godlinels, without the power ; to infiſt upon 
the pardon of fin, regeneration by the Holy 
juſtification by faith in an imputed _ 


for the believer (1); 


Ghoſt, 


(1) - Sam. | 111. 28. 


righteouſneſs, 
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J righteouſneſs, prayer, and all other parts of de- 
E votion in the Spirit, and in the truth of the 
1 golpel; and to enforce and inſiſt upon an appli- 


friends were like flittles, they fell . five or fix at 


L approach ; for, after their departure, I perceived 


that publicans and ſinners drew near to hear me; and 


as many of theſe as God drove into the net ſtuck 
2 cloſe to the ber. And God ſoon diſcovered to 


me to be ſtedfaſt in the doctrines that God had 
1 applied to my ſoul ; as I not only heard an account 
of their experic os: but ſaw it manifeſted in their 
Y life and conduct; and ſuch as theſe I found to be 


E faithfulneſs, were ornaments of my miniſtry, felt 


their viſits were ſeaſonable, and to take a hint 
without affront, when they were not. I call theſe 
the excellent of the earth, my beſt friends, and in 
whom (except Chriſt) 'is all my delight. Bleſſed 


theſe I hope to live and die, to ſpend and be ſpent. 
As for many of my former columns they could 
not keep their outward garments clean, much 
leſs keep up communion with God, and be of 


G perienced 
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cation of the doctrine of Eternal Election; my 


a lime; which ſerved to diſcover to me the various 
foundations that they built their hopes upon; and 
their withdrawing, made roam for their betters to 


me the difference between the life of theſe, and 
the life of my former pillars, which encouraged 


my beſt boſom friends: They encouraged me in 


for me in the work, and were able to judge when 


be God, I have not a few of theſe, and with 


ſervice to me. I have ever found that unex- 
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perienced, uninlightened, uninformed people, have 
ſoon got ſick of my miniſtry; they know nothing 


of my doctrine, nor of me as a preacher ; and 
when ſuch have cleaved to me, their affection and 


I would ever wiſh for wiſdom to deal with 
ſuch, as the Saviour did with ſome, 20 are ſaid 19 
believe; but he did not commit him ſelf to them, becauſe 
he knew all men, and knew what was in man (1). 


get any inſtruction or comfort from the ſame, 3 
you know where to aſcribe the glory. I hall add 
no more, only ſubſcribe myſelf, | 
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of the power, therefore can never know the worth 


kindneſs have rather been a ſtumbling-block and a 
grief to me, than a matter of comfort. And 


J have dropt theſe hints as a caution : : if you 15 


Your affectionate Friend and Servant, 
5. 00 57 


2 


In the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, 


Sept. 19, 90% 
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